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THE CURSE 

OF THE SHIRT, 
2015 HUSKERS 
Badgers send NU 
to a fourth loss 
with late field goal 


She is a superstitious person so | was 
surprised that she pulled that shirt out as our 
memories of that 70-31 loss have been per- 
menantly placed in a spot where we don’t 
like to recall it. 

| gave her a look, but she was like we 
need to break our losing streak with this 
shirt. Plus, she was confident all week that 
Nebraska was going to win by three points. 

| wasn’t so sure - actually | had predicted 
a 10-pointloss- despite the fact that N ebras- 
ka had never lost to Wisconsin in Lincoln. 
The Badgers’ three previous visits resulted 
in a 37-0 loss in 1965, a 20-16 loss in 1973 
and a 30-27 setback in the first meeting of 
the two teams in 2012 when Nebraska had a 
comebrask for the ages. 

She also had traveled up to Madison 
in 2014 for what turned out to be another 
Badger beatdown 59-24 as M elvin Gordon 
did whatever he wanted against NU’s de- 
fense. On Saturday, she opted, or should | 
say, didn’t really have a choice but to stay 
home with our three children and watch on 
TV, which | know was killing her as she so 
much as said so in a couple of text messages 
at key points in the game. 

When the Huskers had to punt the ball 
back with just under 10 minutes remain- 
ing in the fourth quarter down 17-14, they 
had 44 yards of total offense and three first 
downs in the second half and no momen- 
tum. Wisconsin went on to kick a field goal 
to go up 20-14. On the ensuing drive, NU 
had two unsuccesful screen passes and then 
a costly holding penalty that negated a first 
down catch to set up third and 15. 

Just when | was writing that | think it’s 
time for my wife to officially burn her shirt 
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she had purchased before NU’s last appear- 
ance in Indianapolis, Tommy Armstrong J r. 
scrambled and somehow picked up the first 
down to keep the drive alive. Three plays 
later, Andy Janovich burst free for his 55- 
yard touchdown run that put the Huskers up 
21-20 with 3:38 remaining. His run nearly 
doubled Nebraska's total offense (59 yards) 
to that point in the second half. 

Like that stinking shirt, itjust seemed like 
the Huskers were destined to lose as Wis- 
consin hit a pair of long passes and set up a 
39-yard field goal. However, it doinked off 
the upright and the H uskers got the ball back 
on their own 21-yard line with 1:26 remain- 
ing and a 21-20 lead, the same score that 
Wisconsin had defeated Nebraska by back 
in 1974 in M adison, Wisconsin. 

But the Badgers had all three timeouts 
left, and the way this season has gone, aNU 
victory wasn’t a certain thing. 

On its first two plays, Nebraska had two 
rushes that netted three yards. This set up 
third down and seven - the same down and 
distance as the Huskers had last week at I|- 
linois - when they were 13-7 and threw the 
ball incomplete to stop the clock when the 
Illini had no timeouts remaining. 

This time the Huskers opted to run the 
fullback straight up the middle on third and 
seven for two yards and Wisconsin called 
its final timeout. Asked if he thought about 
throwing the ball there, Riley responded, 
“No. We wanted to make them use their fi- 
nal timeout.” 

Following a 47-yard punt into the wind, 
Wisconsin got the ball back on its own 30- 
yard with 1:03 left and no timeouts. Three- 
straight completions moved the Badgers 
into field goal range and Rafael Gaglianone 
didn’t miss this time from 46 yards. 

My wife texted after the game #eed- 
awin. NU definitely does, and maybe that 
would have happened if she had picked a 
different shirt to wear. Or maybe nothing 
will matter as this year’s Huskers just seem 
like a cursed bunch. 
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BY MICHAEL SCHAEFER 
RECRUITING EDITOR 
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Nebraska is heavily recruit- _ 


ing wide receiver Keyshawn 
Johnson Jr. The Huskers have 
hosted the four-star standout 
from Calabasas High School 


four times since March and he — 
was on campus again Saturday | 


for the Wisconsin game. 
Johnson said prior to his 

visit he wanted to see what it 

was like to be at a Nebraska 


game and see 90,000 people at 


the same contest. 

Spending time with Ne- 
braska’s coaches was also an- 
other big part of the weekend 


visit. Johnson said he’s able to : 


talk with wide receiver coach 
Keith Williams quite a bit, 
but things have cooled down 


because both coach and player : 


are in-season. 

“T try to talk with coach 
Williams and coach Mike 
Riley as much as possible,” 
he said. “We talk when we 
can. I’ve got a good relation- 
ship with both of them, so it’s 
less getting to know me. With 
coach Williams he’s like a dad 
outside of the house, just with 
the way my dad coaches me 
and how he coached me when 
I was at the camp. We’ve got a 
tight relationship.” 

Johnson said he’s really 
enjoyed the last seven months 
of relationship building with 
Williams. 

During that time he’s been 
able to get to know the as- 
sistant, watch how he carries 


to improve his own game. 
“Every time I caught a ball 
he’d be on me with a ‘acceler- 
ate, accelerate’ and that’s what 
my dad is like,” he said. “He’s 
big on what you practice 
because it’s what you’ll do in 


a game. You’ll catch the ball 

_ and score. The way he coaches 
_ is just like my dad. It’s the 
way he talks.” 


An area the receiver said he 


: feels like he’s changed is his 
attitude. 


“T also feel like I’ ve be- 


- come more of a team player,” 

_ he said. “Last year I just 

_ wanted the ball, but now I just 
want to do whatever the team 

_ needs. I know I'll get my op- 

- portunities and I'll just have to 
_ shine when they come.” 
himself as a coach and get tips 


The tips are working as 


_ Johnson is part of a deep 

_ group of Calabasas playmak- 
ers that also includes Nebraska 
- commit Marquel Dismuke 

_ and 2018 wide receiver target 

_ Bryan Hightower. 


The overall success of the 
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' group has Calabasas riding 

_ high at the moment with a 6-0 
_ record. Johnson said this is 

_ one of the best starts in school 
history. 


Overall, Johnson is pretty 


happy with where his level is 
_ at right now. 


“I’ve been playing pretty 


_ well and we’ve got so many 
weapons to spread it around, 
so we have similar stats,” he 

_ said. “We’ve all got around 

_ three hundred yards and three 
_ or four touchdowns. 


“With an offense like ours 


we can dictate what a defense 
is going to run because they 
can’t guard all of us, obvi- 

- ously.” 


Johnson said things are 


pretty much the same for him 
» recruiting wise. 


He’s still considering the 


same schools — Alabama, 
Arizona, Clemson, Nebraska, 

- Ohio State, Ole Miss, UCLA 
and USC — and has a similar 
timeline, he wants to finish off 
_ his decision before he goes 
into his senior year. 


“T kind of have a love hate 


relationship with the recruit- 

_ ing process,” Johnson said. 

_ “T kind of just want to get it 

_ over with and start bonding 
with the coach I commit with 

_ but I’m just narrowed down to 
the eight schools I’m actually 

_ going to consider. I don’t think 
_ that’s really going to change. 
It’s just going to get smaller 

_ and smaller. I’m not going to 

_ add any schools. Ill prob- 

_ ably commit before my senior 
year. 
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Linebackers have stepped up when given chances 
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Read daily Husker 

reports from Michael Bruntz 
at HuskersIllustrated.com 
Follow him on Twitter 
@michaelbruntz 


In a season of gut punches - and oh, how 
there have been gut punches — here’s a bright 
spot for you: Nebraska's linebackers. 

Going into spring practice, this was a 
group so thin on depth that while the entire 
team was split up to practice in two groups, 
the linebackers went both sessions. 

This year’s group has been besieged by in- 
juries — six different linebackers have started 
a game, including a true freshman, a walk- 
on and a converted safety. Impressively, the 
quality of play from the linebackers hasn't 
dropped a bit, though Nebraska has limped 
out to a 2-4 start to the season. 

The next-man-up philosophy of the de- 
fense can be seen, most clearly, in sophomore 
linebacker Chris Weber, who didn’t really 
register on the coaching staff’s radar until 
midway through spring ball this year. 

Nebraska defensive co- 
ordinator Mark Banker and 
linebackers coach Trent Bray 
noticed Weber consistently 
around the ball, and making 
plays. 

“We noticed about halfway 
through that he was always 
in the right spots and always 
around the football,” Bray 
said. “That’s when we started 
noticing and he continued 
to get better and better, but we lost him 
for most of fall camp, so we weren't sure of 
where he was going to be and when he’s got- 
ten opportunities, he’s obviously played well.” 

Though Weber missed a good chunk of 
fall camp because of injury, he is back and 
taking advantage of opportunities. Weber 
had 12 tackles against Southern Miss and 
followed that up with a career-best 17 tackles 
against Illinois. He made seven more against 
Wisconsin. 

Against Wisconsin, it was Marcus Newby’s 
time to step up. Battling cramps in the sec- 
ond half, Newby played his finest defensive 
game at Nebraska, making four tackles and 
breaking up four passes. He nearly undercut 
a pass for an interception in the second half. 

“He’s had two games in a row now where 
he was the next man up,” Banker said. “I 
don't know about the whole game, but I 
know a couple times he had some great pass 
breakups in critical situations. Really happy 
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“Like coach Riley 
said in the locker 
room, you just 
gotta bounce back. 
We’re a good team 
and we have to 
keep fighting. 


~ Marcus Newby 
Nebraska linebacker 


for him and really happy for us that he’s able 
to contribute.” 

Coming into the season, Nebraska was 
expecting to lean heavily on veteran line- 
backers Michael Rose-Ivey, who was coming 
off an ACL injury, and junior Josh Banderas, 
who has been a some-time contributor since 
coming to Lincoln, but was expected to be a 
stalwart at MIKE linebacker for the Huskers. 

Rose-Ivey and Banderas have played in 
just two games a piece this season, and have 
been on the field only once at the same time 
- Nebraska’s loss to Miami, which Rose-Ivey 
left because of a groin injury. 

The big question facing the group is what 
happens as more linebackers get healthier. 
After the Wisconsin loss, head coach Mike 
Riley hinted that reinforcements for his 
beleaguered defense could be coming soon. 
While more hands on deck is a 
good thing for Nebraska's line- 
backers, the question is how 
rotations will work once players 
return. 

The question has been raised 
about whether Weber and Ban- 
deras could be on the field at the 
same time when the junior line- 
backer returns from injury. Bray 
didn't rule it out, but said that 
Weber has earned more playing 
time going forward with his performance in 
the past few games. 

Banker said he is eager to see Weber take 
another step forward. 

“It would be great if (Banderas) were able 
to join us, other than that, the guy behind 
him had 17 tackles last week and we'll find 
out if we can get a repeat performance, 
Banker said. “We expect that will happen 
because Chris has gotten better every week.” 

For now, it’s up to Nebraska's remaining 
linebackers to what what they can to steady 
the ship. Nebraska’s two games in Big Ten 
play have been rollercoaster affairs — espe- 
cially in the final few minutes — the lineback- 
er corps is looking to stay consistent. 

“Like coach Riley said in the locker room,’ 
Newby said. “You just gotta bounce back. 
We're a good team and we have to keep fight- 
ing. We did some good things. We did some 
bad things, so we just have to correct them, 
and come back next week ready to play.” 
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questions 


Story by Lanny Holstein « Photos by Mitch Otto and Ken Juszyk 


Q: How does it feel to get a Blackshirt? 


A: “It feels pretty good right now... I like the color. It 
means a lot, that my effort and the time that I dedicated 
to this team has really paid off.” 


Q: What was the team’s reaction when you got 
the Blackshirt? 


“There was a round of applause. It was like ‘He finally 
got it’? You've seen him on the field, so it was definitely a 
good feeling.” 


Q: Maliek Collins has mentioned that he’s close 
with you. What’s that like? 


“We have a good relationship. He wants me to be the best 
that I can be, so he is really pushing me to be the best 
defensive end that I can be.” 


Q: How valuable is his leadership within the 
defensve line? 


“It’s very valuable. Every word that he says, even though 
it may not be the nicest, every word that he says is critical 
and important.” 


Q: How did it feel to get Jack Gangwish, a guy 
who's injury gave you an opportunity, back? 

“It’s always nice to bring a teammate back, especially with 
his experience. Learning from him, that’s where I gained 
some of my experience from, watching him go to work 


against the tackles. Definitely, it’s a blessing.” 


Q: What’s been the reaction back home to you 
playing so much ? 


“My family’s been going crazy, but my mom is always tell- 
ing me to stay humble, always.” 


Q: What’s your relationship like with your cous- 
in, NU track athlete Oladapo Akinmoladun? 


“We are the best of friends. If I have a situation, I can 
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win F edom Akinmoladun 


talk to him, come to him about my situation. He has been 
through a lot of success, so he knows what I am going 
through, and he’s able to give me some tips.” 


Q: What was the toughest part of making the 
switch from TE to DE? 


“The time and dedication, definitely. I could have been do- 
ing a lot of other stuff, but I decided that I wanted to stay 
here, work on my technique and watch film.” 


Q: How do you come up with your sack dance or 
celebration? 


“You know, that’s a good question. After my first sack, I 
asked a friend what I should do, and he said I should do 
that, so okay. It’s one of those things where if somebody 
wants to tell me what to do one the field, if it’s appropriate, 
I will do it? 


Q: Do guys tell you that you need some work on 
your celebration? 


“Yeah. Everybody’s been telling me that, but it’s okay.” 
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Wisconsin field goal kicker Rafael Gaglianone missed a fourth quarter field goal off the upright, but made a 
46-yard field goal with four seconds remaining to help the Badgers earn the 23-21 victory. 


Second chance allows Badgers 
to win in Lincoln for first time 


Story by Lanny Holstein « Photos by Joe Mixan & Mitch Otto 


Stop if you’ve heard this before. 

Leading by a score in the fourth quarter, Nebraska needed one more first down to run 
the clock out and put the game away in its 23-21 loss to Wisconsin. The Huskers ran it a 
couple times on first and second down to minimal success, setting up a pivotal third and 
seven play. 

Sound familiar yet? 

Nebraska tried Andy Janovich for a couple more yards on third down, using Wiscon- 
sin’s final timeout, then punted away. With a chance to win the game on defense, a few 
receivers popped loose in the Husker secondary, and Nebraska collapsed. 
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As Badger kicker Rafael Gaglianone sent the game winning kick 
through the uprights with four seconds to go, you couldn’t help but 
imagine you were listening to a broken record. 

“T don’t think there’s necessarily a common thread between every 
game,” coach Mike Riley said afterwards. ““They’re obviously pretty 
different. What we missed today was sustaining much offense for any 
period of time especially when we had some momentum, had the wind 
in the third quarter, which I was hoping we would capitalize on. I think 
that’s a thread, and I think the other thing is down-the-field passing 
defense.” 

The Badgers passed for 322 yards on the day, but the Huskers’ failure 
to expand on a 14-7 third quarter lead was the harder factor to stomach 
for the coach. 

“The fact that we didn’t do anything with (the wind) is the problem,” 
offensive coordinator Danny Langsdorf said. “We have great field posi- 
tion, and we have to put a couple first downs together, you know, stack 
them and get down there and get points out of it. We had a lot of three 
and outs today.” 

Nebraska started a pair of drives in the third quarter at midfield and 
its own 42 but gained just 15 yards with each possession. Wisconsin 
actually outscored Nebraska 3-0 in the third stanza, despite fighting the 
wind. But as has been the case all season long, the game would be de- 
cided in the fourth quarter, not the third. Fullback Andy Janovich ignited 
the crowd and gave his team a 21-20 lead with a 55-yard touchdown run 
with 3:38 to go in the game, and Gaglianone missed a 39-yard field goal 
off the upright on the ensuing possession. With the ball, up a point and 
just 1:26 to drain off the clock, Nebraska was so close. 

“They were playing us for the run, obviously,” Langsdorf said of 
Wisconsin’s defense on Nebraska’s the final possession. “They knew we 
were trying to get their timeouts used.” 

The thought of a pass, even on third and seven with a first down 
representing the nail in Wisconsin’s coffin, never crossed the coordina- 
tor’s mind. 

“You have a deal like last week where you absolutely can’t, and this 
week we were going to make them use their timeouts,” he said. “That’s a 
risky deal to see what happens in the case of an incomplete, so we were 
running the clock.” 

As it turned out, Nebraska did burn all of Wisconsin’s timeouts, but it 
wasn’t enough. They dropped their fourth game of the season by a total 
of 11 points, leaving the coach and players to pick up the pieces after a 
historically poor start. 

“The first question I always get after a loss is how’s the team going 
to respond,” Riley said. ““You’ve always shown that you come back and 
work hard on Monday and get ready to play. If you do that again, we 
will get better.” 


Nebraska’s Josh Kalu reacts to Wisconsin’s late field goal. 


Listen to Huskers Illustrated practice reports 
and Saturday morning pregame talk hosted by 
Cole Stukenholtz at 9 a.m. this fall on 


KLIN 


News Talk 
1400 AM 
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Stanley Morgan Jr. runs with the ball after his one handed catch in the first half. 


Offensive struggles continue in Big Ten play 


STORY BY TERRY DOUGLASS | PHOTO BY MITCH OTTO 
nconsistency continued to plague 
Nebraska's offense in a 23-21 loss 
to Wisconsin. The Cornhuskers 
outgained Wisconsin 196-171 in 
total offense while building a 14-7 

halftime lead, but managed just one touch- 

down and 129 total yards in the second half. 

Nebraska went three and out on four of its 

final five possessions. 

“We were pretty inconsistent,” Nebraska 
offensive coordinator Danny Langsdorf said. 
“We'd hita run and then we'd lose alittle bit. 
It was the passing game that just struggled, 
especially in that first quarter, just finding 
completions. 

“Tt’s just having the confidence that we 
can get open, win a one-on-one and then de- 
liver a strike.” 


Nebraska quarterback Tommy Armstrong 
Jr. also struggled, playing in windy condi- 
tions for the second-consecutive game. The 
junior quarterback completed just 11 of 28 
pass attempts for 129 yards. 

“A little bit inconsistent, (but) it’s not all 


him,” Langsdorf said of Armstrong's perfor- 


mance. “We had a couple of deals: | think we 
were alittle bit short on a couple of routes and 
we were playing for some (man-to-man cov- 
erage) at times then got some quarters (cover- 
age) and then vice versa, so we were trying to 
search for the best play to get to. 

“There were some things that we probably 
needed to hit and at the same time, get our 
depth in the route, protect a little better and 
give us some more time.” 

Armstrong said he simply failed to deliver 


12 | HUSKERS ILLUSTRATED | OCTOBER 17, 2015 


on-target throws for much of the game. 

“Sometimes, it didn’t go our way,” Arm- 
strong said. “We've just got to accept it and 
drive on. That's what we tried to do all game.” 

Leading 14-7, Langsdorf said Nebraska’s 
inability to take advantage of ideal field po- 
sition early in the third quarter proved to be 
costly. 

With the wind at their backs, the Husk- 
ers started at the 50-yard line and their own 
42, respectively, in their first two second-half 
possessions, but came up empty. 

“We had great field position and we 
needed to put a couple of first downs to- 
gether - stack them - get down there and 
get points out of it,” Langsdorf said. “We 
had a lot of three and outs today. We were 
really streaky.” 


x 
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Greg McMullen (90) and Vincent Valentine (98) celebrate a big stop against Wisconsin. 


—_ 
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Badgers exploit defense in fourth quarter 


STORY BY TERRY DOUGLASS | PHOTO BY KEN JUSZYK 


altering near the finish - 


has been a disturbing 


trend for Nebraska’s de- 


fense and has played a 
major role in the Corn- 

huskers getting off to a 2-4 start. 
This time, Wisconsin's Rafael Gagli- 
anone kicked a 46-yard field goal with 


four seconds remaining to lift the Badg- 


ers to a 23-21 Big Ten Conference victo- 


ry over the Cornhuskers. Nebraska’s four — 


losses this season have come by a total of 


11 points and all of the deciding points — 


were scored on the opponent’s final of- 
fensive play of the game. 
NU defensive coordinator M ark B ank- 


er said he wishes he had an answer for | 


his unit's fourth-quarter issues. He added 
that the Huskers have practiced exten- 
sively against two-minute offenses, but 


Find more daily news at Huskerslllustrated.com 


so far, it hasn’t helped the Blackshirts to 
seal the deal. 

“IT can’t put my finger on it,” Banker 
said. “The biggest thing about the fourth 


_ quarter is the first three (quarters) and 


then each play that comes in the game 


and sustaining throughout and treating it 


no different than any other time.” 

Through its first six games this sea- 
son, Nebraska has allowed an average of 
12.3 points through the first three quarters 
combined. However, the Huskers have 
given up an average of 11.3 points in the 
fourth quarter and overtime. 

One week after allowing Illinois to 


_ drive 72 yards in less than a minute for a 


game-winning touchdown ina 14-13 loss, 
the Blackshirts yielded another late-game 


- back-breaker to Wisconsin. The Badgers 


took possession for their final possession 


at their own 30-yard line and trailing 21- 
20 with 1:03 to play. 

Quarterback Joel Stave’s pass com- 
pletions of 7 yards to Troy Fumagalli, 
12 yards to Jazz Peavy and 23 yards to 
Fumagalli took the ball to N ebraska’s 28. 
After two incomplete pass attempts by 
Stave, the Badgers lined up and kicked 
the winning field goal. 

It was yet another cruel twist of fate for 
Nebraska, which looked like it might fi- 
nally escape with a fortunate victory after 
Gaglianone’s 39-yard field-goal attempt 
clanked off the right upright, leaving the 
Huskers with a one-point advantage and 
just 1:26 remaining. 

“It's tough,” Nebraska linebacker M ar- 
cus Newby said. “Everybody’s fighting 
their tail off through the whole game and 
Wisconsin executed more plays.” 
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Husker Drive of the Game 


touchdown run to tie the score at 7-7. 


First TD Drive Sparked Offense Early 


STORY BY SHANE G. GILSTER | PHOTO BY KEN JUSZYK 


he Nebraska offense 

wasn’t doing much early 

in the game again the 

Wisconsin Badgers. Af- 

ter one quarter of play 

they had atotal of 52 yards. NU quarterback 

Tommy Armstrong J r. was only 1 of 6 pass- 
ing for three yards. 

Not to blame it on the weather because 

it was a beautiful sunny day, but there was 

a pretty good wind gust from the south as 


Tommy Armstrong Jr. sneaks just inside the pylon on his second quarter 


rE Sg et. "| 


he and the Cornhusker offense seemed more 
content to run the ball instead of trying to 
pass against it. 

But in the second quarter the Huskers 
got the wind at their back and their offense 
seemed to take shape. 

Their first drive of the quarter energized 
NU as they methodically drove down the 
field to tie the score at 7-7 on an Armstrong 
run, answering a similar touchdown drive by 
the Badgers. 
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Breakdown — Play by Play 

1-10 NEB 23: Devine Ozigbo rush for 1 yard to the 
NEB 24 

2-9 NEB 24: Tommy Armstrong Jr. pass complete 
to Stanley Morgan Jr. for 6 yards 

3-3 NEB 30: Tommy Armstrong Jr. pass complete 
to Jordan Westerkamp for 9 yards, 1st down 

1-10 NEB 39: Tommy Armstrong Jr. incomplete 
pass to Brandon Reilly 

2-10 NEB 39: Tommy Armstrong Jr. rush over the 
left end for 6 yards 

3-4 NEB 45: Tommy Armstrong Jr. pass complete 
to Jordan Westerkamp for 8 yards, 1st down 

1-10 WIS 47: Devine Ozigbo rush up the middle 
for 5 yards, 

2-5 WIS 42: Tommy Armstong Jr. rush over left 
end for 35 yards, 1st down 

(5-yard penalty) 

2-10 WIS 47: Devine Ozigbo rush over right tackle 
for 3 yards 

3-7 WIS 44: Tommy Armstrong Jr. pass complete 
to De’Mornay Pierson El for 19 yards, 1st down 

1-10 WIS 25: Imani Cross rush up the middle for 
4 yards 

2-6 WIS 21: Tommy Armstrong Jr. pass incom- 
plete to Cethan Carter 

3-6 WIS 21: Tommy Armstrong Jr. pass complete 


to De’Mornay Pierson-El for 12 yards, 1st down 

1-G_ WIS9: Tommy Armstrong rush up the mid- 
dle for 2 yards 

2-G WIS 7: Tommy Armstrong rush over right 
end for 7 yards to the WIS 0, touchdown 

1-G WIS 3: Drew Brown kick attempt good 


Drive Stats 
Drive started on the NU 23-yard line 
9:36 left in the 2nd quarter 
14 plays, 77 yards, 6:56 minutes 
7 rushing plays, 7 passing plays 
28 yards rushing, 54 yards passing, 4 first downs (5 
yards of penalties) 


Player of the Drive 
It was all Tommy Armstrong Jr. He threw or ran 
the ball in 10 out of 14 times. His seven-yard scramble 
around the right side to the end zone was a nice deci- 
sion to give Nebraska a chance to tie the game . 


Play of the Drive 
The biggest one left was the 19-yard reception by 
Dé Mornay Pierson-El. It was a play that kept the drive 
going, otherwise NU would have had to punt it away. 
Pierson-El lined up on the left of the of the formation 
and just did a simple out route. He extended his arms 
and hauled in a nice pass from Armstrong Jr. 


Wisconsin 23, Nebraska 21 


Oct. 10, 2015 at Memorial Stadium in Lincoln 
Attendance: 89,886 


Score by Quarters 1 2 3 4 Total 

Wisconsin, | OT B38] 28 

[Nebraska] 4] 

Qtr Time _ Scoring Play V-H 

2nd 09:45 WIS - Fumagalli, Troy 7 yd pass from Stave, Joel (Gaglianone, R. kick), 13-77 5:22 7-0 
02:40 NEB - Armstrong Jr. 7 yd run (Brown, Drew kick), 14-77 6:56 7-7 
00:31 NEB- Moore, Alonzo 41 yd pass from Armstrong Jr. (Brown, Drew kick), 5-62 1:29 7-14 

3rd 01:06 WIS - Gaglianone, R. 45 yd field goal, 7-28 1:55 10-14 

4th 10:08 WIS - Ingold, Alec 1 yd run (Gaglianone, R. kick), 11-84 4:32 17 - 14 
06:17 WIS - Gaglianone, R. 42 yd field goal, 5-40 2:26 20-14 
03:38 NEB - Janovich, Andy 55 yd run (Brown, Drew kick), 6-75 2:39 20 - 21 
00:04 WIS - Gaglianone, R. 46 yd field goal, 6-42 1:03 23-21 
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Tight end Cethan Carter hauls in a pass 
from Tommy Armstrong Jr. 


~ 


JIMMY RASHYHUSKERS ILLUSTRATED. 


Defensive ‘end Jack Gangwish fights 
through the Wisconsin block. 
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Team Statistics 


FIRST DOWNS 
Rushing 
Passing 
Penalty 
NET YARDS RUSHING 
Rushing Attempts 
Average Per Rush 
Rushing Touchdowns 
Yards Gained Rushing 
Yards Lost Rushing 
NET YARDS PASSING 
Completions-Attempts-Int 
Average Per Attempt 
Average Per Completion 
Passing Touchdowns 
TOTAL OFFENSE YARDS 
Total offense plays 
Average Gain Per Play 
Fumbles: Number-Lost 
Penalties: Number-Yards 
PUNTS-YARDS 
Average Yards Per Punt 
Net Yards Per Punt 
Inside 20 
50+ Yards 
Touchbacks 
Fair catch 
KICKOFFS-YARDS 
Average Yards Per Kickoff 
Net Yards Per Kickoff 
Touchbacks 
Punt returns: Number-Yards-TD 
Average Per Return 
Kickoff returns: Number-Yds-TD 
Average Per Return 
Interceptions: Number-Yds-TD 
Fumble Returns: Number-Yds-TD 
Miscellaneous Yards 
Possession Time 
1st Quarter 
2nd Quarter 
3rd Quarter 
4th Quarter 
Third-Down Conversions 
Fourth-Down Conversions 
Red-Zone Scores-Chances 
Touchdowns 
Field goals 
Sacks By: Number-Yards 
PAT Kicks 
Field Goals 
Points off turnovers 


WIS 
26 


RU 


FO 


WHS S Suits 


\ Sean eet as aS : 


Wisconsin 

Rushing No. Gain Loss Net TD Lg Avg 

Ogunbowale, D. 18 119 2 117 0 32 6.5 

Ingold, Alec 8 16 2 14 1 6 1.8 

Deal, Taiwan 4 8 0 8 O 5 2.0 

Stave, Joel 3 14 7 7 0 11 2.3 

Love, Reggie 1 1 ie} 1 0 11.0 

Totals 34 158 11 147 1 32 4.3 

Passing C-A-! Yds TD Long Sack 

Stave, Joel 24-50-0 322 1 31 1 

Totals 24-50-0 322 1 31 1 

Receiving No. Yards TD Long 

Erickson, Alex 7 113 0 31 

Fumagalli, Troy 6 60 1 23 

Wheelwright, R. 5 81 0 30 

Peavy, Jazz 4 44 0 16 

Steffes, Eric 1 15 0 15 

Fredrick, J. 1 9 (6) 9 

Totals 24 322 1 31 

Puntin No. Yds_ Avg Long [n20 TB 

Meyer, Drew 6 231 38.5 60 1 2 

Totals 6 231 38.5 60 1 2 
Punt Kickoff Intercept 


Returns 
Erickson, Alex 
Straus, Derek 
Totals 


Field goals Qtr Time _ Dist Result 


Gaglianone, R ist 09:49 43 yards Missed 
Gaglianone, R. 3rd 01:06 45 yards Good 
Gaglianone, R. 4th 06:17 42 yards Good 
Gaglianone, R 4th 01:26 39 yards Missed 
Gaglianone, R 4th 00:04 46 yards Good 
Kickoffs No. Yards Avg TB OB 
Endicott, A. 6 342 57.0 3 1 
All-purpose Run Rcv KR PR _IR_ Total 
Erickson, Alex Oo 113 0 12 0 125 
Ogunbowale, D. 117 0 0 0 0 117 
Wheelwright, R. Oo 81 0 0 0 81 
Fumagalli, Troy Oo 660 0 0 0 60 


FUMBLES: Wisconsin-None. Nebraska-TEAM 1-1. 
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ndividual Statistics 


Nebraska 

Rushing No. Gain Loss Net TD Lg Avg 
Janovich, Andy 3 59 0 59 1 55 19.7 
Newby, Terrell 15 62 3 59 O 16 3.9 
Armstrong Jr. 8 50 Oo 8650 1 16 6.2 
Cross, Imani 6 21 O 21 0 6 3.5 
Ozigbo, Devine 3 9 0 9 O 5 3.0 
Moore, Alonzo 1 1 0 1 0 1 1.0 
Pierson-El, D. 1 0 3 -3. O O -3.0 
Totals 37 202 6 196 2 55 5.3 
Passing C-A-1I Yds TD Long Sack 
Armstrong Jr. 11-28-0 129 1 41 0 
Totals 11-28-0 129 1 41 0 
Receiving No. Yards TD Long 

Carter, Cethan 3 23 0 11 
Pierson-El, D. 2 31 0 19 
Westerkamp, J. 2 17 0 9 

Morgan Jr., S. 2 12 0 6 

Moore, Alonzo 1 41 1 41 

Newby, Terrell 1 5 0 5 

Totals 11 129 1 41 

Puntin No. Yds _ Avg Long In20 TB 
Foltz, Sam 

Totals 

Returns 

TEAM 

Stevenson, J. 

Totals 


Field goals Qtr Time _ Dist Result 


Brown, Drew 3rd 10:37 52 yards Missed 
Kickoffs No. Yards Avg TB OB 
Brown, Drew 4 259 64.8 3 0 
All-purpose Run Rcv KR _PR_1IR_ Total 
Newby, Terrell 59 5 0 0 0 64 
Janovich, Andy 59 0 0 0 6) 59 
Armstrong Jr. 50 0 0 0 0 50 
Moore, Alonzo 1 41 0 0 0 42 
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Above: Vincent Valentine returned from 
an ankle injury to sack Joel Stave. 
Left: Josh Kalu and Chris Jones tackle 
: Wisconsin’s Jazz Peavey. 
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# Wisconsin Solo Ast Total Sacks-Yds TFL-Yds FF FR-Yds Int-Yds BrUp Blks QBH 


Defensive Statistics 


53 Edwards, T.J. 

3 McEvoy, Tanner 

47 Biegel, Vince 

7 Caputo, Michael 

58 Schobert, Joe 

95 Goldberg, A 

65 Sagapolu, Olive 

25 Tindal, Derrick 

3A Obasih, Chikwe 

50 Orr, Chris 

94 Sheehy, Conor 

42 Watt, T.J. 

8 Shelton, S. 

14 Dixon, D'Cota 

43 Connelly, Ryan 

5 Hillary, Darius 

57 James, Alec 

19 Musso, Leo 
Totals 
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# Nebraska Solo Ast Total Sacks-Yds TFL-Yds FF FR-Yds Int-Yds BrUp Blks QBH 
28 Cockrell, B. 4 10 = 1-0 - - - - - 


1B Kalu, Joshua 
5 Young, Dedrick 
49 Weber, Chris 
25 Gerry, Nate 
14 Rose, Jonathan 
88 Dzuris, Ross 
3 Newby, Marcus 
90 McMullen, Greg 
8A Jones, Chris 
7 Collins, Maliek 
98 Valentine, V. 
35 Janovich, Andy 
12 Gifford, Luke 
95 Gangwish, Jack 
2B Taylor, Adam 
16 Reed, Antonio 
SERS Si el a ee ee 
Totals 1.0-7 5-11 0 0-0 0-0 12 0 7 
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Help Yourself to Happiness 


00 South 48" St. Lincoln, Ne 68516 


402-423-2206 e www.staufferscafe.com 
The Best Homemade Cooking in Nebraska 


50 varieties of 
homemade fies 


Large groups always 
welcomed 


Breakfast Buffet 


3940 North 27th St. 
Lincoln, Nebraska 


402-438-0080 


ORDER ONLINE 
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BEHIND THE ARC | pare t P f t he 
AS WES = MUNG Guide 7 C: 
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2 | Advertise Here! 


DELIVERING THE GOODS” 


402-476-8677 


Contact: 
Shane G. Gilster 


1226 P STREET STE. 101 + LINCOLN 402-742-0125 


OPEN 10:50AM - SAM EVERY DAY 
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RUSHING OFFENSE: the Huskers finished with 196 net yards on the 


ground against a fairly stout rushing defense, but a good chunk of those came ona 


handful of runs. The biggest play came from Andy Janovich, who broke free for a 55- 


yard touchdown to put the Huskers back in front in the fourth quarter. Nebraska com- 
mitted to Terrell Newby for large portions of the game, but outside of a few runs was largely 
quiet. Imani Cross chipped in 21 yards on six carries and Devine Ozigbo finished with just nine 


yards on three carries a week after rushing for 70. — Michael Schaefer 


PASSING OFFENSE: Tommy Armstrong finished 11-of-28 with a touch- 
down. For large stretches of the game, Armstrong was wildly erratic, missing throws 


both short and long. During the second quarter he found a grove, completing several 

passes in a row, before hooking up with Alonzo Moore on a 41-yard touchdown. It was 

one of Armstrong's best passes of the season. Too often, however, Nebraska wasn't able to be 
in rhythm offensively, as the team failed to hit on a few screen plays and other short passes. 
The Huskers did keep Armstrong clean though, as he wasn’t sacked in the contest. — Michael 


Schaefer 


RUSHING DEFENSE: nebraska came into the game as one of the top defenses 


in the country against the run, and though the Huskers yielded 147 yards rushing to the 


Badgers, it was a good effort considering the current state of the Huskers’ defensive front- 


enough to win the game. — Michael Bruntz 


PASSING DEFENSE: onebraska forced Wisconsin to win the game through the 


seven. Dare Ogunbowale rushed for 117 yards, but the Huskers’ run defense held up well 
air, and the Badgers were more than up to the task. Wisconsin quarterback Joel Stave threw 

for 322 yards on 50 attempts. Both totals represented the second-highest totals of his college 
career. When Wisconsin needed to pull back into the game late, the Badgers doubled down 

on the passing game. Nebraska's defensive line was gassed, and the safety was left exposed with 
no pass rush. Nebraska's struggles against the pass late in game is becoming a little too normal. — 
Michael Bruntz 

KICKING/SPECIAL TEAMS: Special teams had a solid, but unspectacular 

game in Saturday's loss. Sam Foltz punted the ball well, averaging 43.8 yards per kick. Kicker 

Drew Brown narrowly missed a 52-yard field goal, and Nebraska didn’t do a whole lot to 

speak of in the return game. Wisconsin pinned Nebraska deep in the return game a couple 

times, but the special teams units seemed to hold up well in the loss. Jordan Stevenson, who burned 


his redshirt on Saturday, had one kickoff return for 14 yards. — Michael Bruntz 


Quoting NU coach Mike Riley on common 
7 ww thread this season: 
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Big Day for the Other Newby 

With linebackers Josh Banderas and Michael Rose- 
Ivey still out dealing with groin pulls, sophomore Mar- 
cus Newby was asked to play his most extensive role of 
the season. He recorded four tackles, including one in 
the backfield, and knocked away four passes. 

“We keep having guys step up in different positions,” 
defensive coordinator Mark Banker said. “I thought, 
without having watched the film, that a guy that was 
down on the depth chart early on and that hasn’t played 
much linebacker here, again this week Marcus Newby 
did some great things.” 

Newby’s main responsibility against the pass-heavy 
Badger attack was to handle tight end Troy Fumagalli. 
The Wisconsin target did catch 6 passes for 60 yards on 
the day, but Newby was happy with the way he locked 
his man up most of the game. 

“T feel like I did well because I prepared well,” he 
said. “I watched a lot of film, and I knew a route that 
they were running, so my number was called and I 
had to make a play. There were a couple plays where 
I jumped it.” 

Fumagalli made a few of his six catches when New- 
by wasn’t in the game. The linebacker’s stat line may 
have looked even better had he not missed a few plays 
in the fourth quarter. 

“T caught a cramp in my calf, and I got back up, got 
back in and it came back,” Newby said. “It was bother- 
ing me throughout whole fourth quarter. It was tough, 
but I tried to fight it out.” 


Streaky Passing Game 

For offensive coordinator Danny Langsdorf, getting 
the offense in rhythm has been an elusive feat through 
the early portion of Big Ten play. The wind and foggy 
weather made it tough on quarterback Tommy Arm- 
strong to complete passes in Illinois, and again this 
weekend against Wisconsin, the signal caller was up 
and down. 

“You are looking for a quick hitter, something for 
confidence really,” Langsdorf said. “Stanley (Morgan) 
had a heck of a catch on a slant that was kind of behind 
him, and it was a short gain, but just the fact that we 
completed the ball kind of got us into a rhythm for a 
while.” 

That play ignited a stretch where Armstrong went 
7-of-7 on back to back touchdown drives before the end 
of the first half. It would be the highlight of his 11-for- 
28 day. 

“Sometimes it’s just about finding that play that eve- 
rybody feels, okay, now we can get going,” Langsdorf 
said. “We sputtered around so long in that first quarter 
with that. It was the passing game that just sputtered, 
especially in that first quarter, just getting completions.” 

The coordinator had an idea going in that if Arm- 
strong struggled, he would go to a few specific throws 
to get him out of the funk, but the plan didn’t always 


& Analysi 
n a ys I S | Lanny Holstein & Darren Ivy 


If & 
a 4 


Sa Ue dats DUS TATA 


Nebraska’s Marcus Newby breaks up a pass intended for tight end Troy Fumagalli 


work. 

“T thought we had some of our sideline 
throws,” Langsdorf said. “I don’t know about 
those calls. I thought we were getting grabbed 
on a few, but they obviously weren't getting 
called, so we tried some shorter sideline throws 
and work some stuff in the middle, work the 
slant. The was a lot of stuff we were working.” 


De’ Mornay Pierson-El caught another cou- 
ple passes for 31 yards and took an end around 
for a loss of three in Saturday’s game. It wasn’t 
exactly a splash, but the explosive wide receiver 
was on the field a bit more Saturday than he was 
in his season debut a week ago. 


“He’s still coming,” offensive coordinator 


: Danny Langsdorf said. “We are trying not to 


overwork him coming back, but we are also try- 


' ing to get him more involved too.” 


The time Pierson-El missed in fall camp 
and in the non-conference is a hindrance at this 


: point. The sophomore is playing catch up. 


“With that long break that he had with the in- 


jury, he’s still learning and trying to get lined up 


right, making sure we’re doing the right things,” 


: Langsdorf said. “We are giving him more and 
* more work each week.” 


The fullback made another appearance Sat- 


: urday. 
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Andy Janovich had only carried the ball 
twice to minimal success before he broke a 


_ 55-yard touchdown run in the fourth quarter 


to take the lead back for his team. Offensive 
coordinator Danny Langsdorf thought he had 
something with the fullback zone run play call. 

“We had run quite a bit of stretch, and we 
had some wide ends that we felt were starting 
to run to those stretches pretty well,” he said. 
“We thought we would have a chance to crease 


it, to hitit.” 


Crease it they did on a special effort from 
the Gretna High School product. 

“Tt was a heck of a run,” Langsdorf said. 
“He had a first down on it, and then he broke a 
tackle and did the rest pretty much by himself.” 
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Wisconsin kicker Rafael Gagitatane’ kicks the field goal through the uprights from 46-yards as Jonathan Rose (14), Maliek 


Collins (7) and Jack Sede allel (95) try to bleck it. 
a, 
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Defensive coordinator Mark Banker slaps high fives with 
Chris Jones after the Huskers made a big play in the fourth Alonzo Moore downs Sam Foltz’s punt at the one-yard line as Taariq 
quarter. Allen looks on. 
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Above: Nebraska linebacker Dedrick Young (5) knocks the ball 
away from Wisconsin tight end Troy Fumagalli. Right: Terrell 


Newby goes up and over Wisconsin defensive back Derrick 
Tindal. 
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Above: Maliek Collins and Nate Gerry meet Wisconsin’s 
Alec Ingold in the backfield. Left: True freshman running 
back Jordan Stevenson made his first appearance of 
the season for the Huskers as a return man against 
Wisconsin. He had originally committed to the Badgers, 
but had been denied admission so he signed with the 
Huskers instead. 


PHOTOS BY MITCH OTTO, JOE MIXAN & JIMMY RASH 
HUSKERS ILLUSTRATED 
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Nebraska fullback Andy Janovich runs for a 55-yard touchdown against Wisconsin. 


SUPERIOR 


2500 NORTHVIEW RD - STE 101 (25th & Superior) : 
Located in the Eyecare Specialties building DR. PAULA J. WIESE 


* INFANTS TO ELDERLY SAME DAY TREATMENT! 
* ELECTRONIC ACUPUNCTURE Call Now For 
* PRENATAL & MATERNITY CARE Appointment WALK-INS WELCOME! 


* HEADACHES 402-438-3033 INSULT otal Vere aizp! 


¢ NECK, MID BACK, LOW 


BACK & JOINT PAIN www.drpaulawiese.com PAYMENT PLANS 
* SPORTS INJURIES & WELLNESS CARE INTNIEN: I= 


Bead ~=RRed and White Rivalry 


the Husker fans left in disbelief after latest setback 


PHOTOS BY JIMMY RASH/HUSKERS ILLUSTRATED 


Clockwise from above: Chris Bahle of Omaha and Rachel Heezen of 
Miller, S.D. pose in front of Memorial Stadium before the Wisconsin game. 
Christopher Koziski (9) from Kearney poses in front of Memorial Stadium. 
Charles and Gloria Gross of Omaha have enjoyed their seats in Memorial 
Stadium for the last 20 years. Aubrey Nichols (5) from Plattsmouth dances 
with her grandma Vickie Latier from Bellevue. Charlie Bortner of McCook 
poses with Herbie. Jeremy Nadgwick of Missouri Valley, lowa, and Hali 
Hansen (Council Bluffs) pose with UNL students Kyle Crowder (monkey) 
and Alec Hogan (banana) before the Wisconsin game. 
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Lincoln's Best 
Steaks & Prime Rib!* 


Visitus at any of our three locations: 
6235 Havelock Ave. (402-466-8424) 
200 N. 11" St. (402-476-7766) eee 
: Visit www.MistysLincoln.com for banquet and 
3930 Vf llage Dr. (40 2-261-4798) catering information and upcoming events. 


Voted Best of Lincoln for Steaks, Prime Rib & Fine Dining. 
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2Minute 


‘aie Baek 


Devine Ozigbo provides physical presence for Huskers 


JIMMY RASH/HUSKERSILLUSTRATED 
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VIINUTE 


Stories by Lanny Holstein and Darren Ivy 


When coach Mike Riley and offensive coordinator Danny Langsdorf sat 
down after the Southern Miss game and evaluated their team’s run game, 
they didnt like what they saw. 

Too much finesse, bouncing and lateral running was happening. Not 
enough good, old-fashioned, power football was being played. 

The solution? Switch things up at tailback. Exit 5-foot-10, 200 pound Ter- 
rell Newby and enter true freshman Devine Ozigbo, a 5-foot-11, 230-pound 
back. 

The result? 213 yards on the ground against Illinois. Seventy of those 
came from Ozigbo on just seven carries, including a nifty, 19-yard touch- 
down run in the second quarter at the end of which he plunged over a de- 
fender and across the goal line. 

“That was just a deal where I don't care what's happening, I don’t think 
you can stop 230 pounds going up and over, so I tried to make it happen,’ 
Ozigbo said. 

The running back’s breakout game against Illinois was a bursting on the 
scene of sorts, and it was precipitated by an unlikely chain of events. As a 
senior at Sachse High School in Sachse, Texas, Ozigbo was recruited by the 
former Nebraska coaching staff up until the commitment of another pros- 
pect, Kendall Bussey, ended their interest in him. 

At that point, Ozigbo looked at his other options and decided on Iowa 
State. He committed to the Cyclones after a visit in October, but when 
Bussey decommitted from Nebraska in January and the newly appointed, 
Riley-lead staff came back after him, Ozigbo couldnt resist an offer from 
the Huskers. 

When he arrived on campus in the fall, he started at the bottom of the 
running back depth chart. 

As a novice, Ozigbo just wanted a chance. 

“I saw a lot of good, talented backs, but I was just hoping that with my 
style of run, I could fill a hole that we needed? Ozigbo said. “Hopefully when 
they got more trust in me, I would get more carries? 

That time came rather quickly, and Ozigbo is grateful for the opportunity 
that’s in front of him, an opportunity that lands him in a time share with 
fullback Andy Janovich as the leading carriers of the football. 

“It’s always hard to wait, but I knew that I had to? Ozigbo said. “When I 
started getting more I could see that it was paying off, these things were go- 
ing to help. Time would show what it’s supposed to show, and I was happy 
about it” 

Ozigbo, along with Janovich, give Nebraska more physical punch than 
the other backs on the roster, according to Langsdorf. At 230 pounds, there's 
a bit of force behind his pads. 

T feel like 'm a bigger bodied back, but I do things that maybe some big- 
ger bodied backs can’t,’ Ozigbo said. “T feel like I catch the ball pretty well. 
With my size, ifI can get my technique down, I feel like I can bea pretty good 
pass protector too. I have pretty good feet for my size which helps with that” 

Physical pop was the reason the coaching staff looked to Ozigbo in the 
first place, but the all-around strong nature of his game may be what keeps 
him on the field in important situations like the final offensive drive of the 
Illinois game. 

“That was one thing that I really thought about after (Ilinois),” Ozigbo 
said. “They had me in on key plays, and that was one thing I was worried 
about coming in. 

“I know I'm not redshirting. I know I'm going to play, but am I going to 
get any snaps that matter and that would impact the game?” 

That answer is a resounding “yes.” 
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WORST RECORDS 


IN BIG TEN PLAY 
SO FAR THIS YEAR 


MITCH OTTO/HUSKERS ILLUSTRATED 


Former Nebraska head football coach Tom Os- 
borne, who never won fewer than nine games in his 
25-year coaching career, was back in Memorial Sta- 
dium on Saturday to help honor Trev Alberts, who 
was inducted into the College Football Hall of Fame. 


1 PURDUE BOILERMAKERS 
1-5,0-2 


2 NEBRASKA CORNHUSKERS 
2-4,0-2 


MARYLAND TERRAPINS 
2-4,0-2 


RUTGERS SCARLET KNIGHTS 
2-3,0-2 


5 INDIANA HOOSIERS 
4-2,0-2 


When Nebraska athletic director Shawn Eichorst 
fired Bo Pelini last season, his reasoning was that 
he was not able to win the games, or a lot of times 
stay close in the big games, and that he just didn’t 
see him being able to lead the program to the next 
level. Pelini, like Tom Osborne, never won fewer 
than nine games during this time in Lincoln and 
rarely was the program mentioned among the 
likes of Rutgers, Purdue, Maryland and Indiana. 
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Riley Responds 

The start of the Mike Riley era at Nebraska didn't get kicked off 
quite the way the coach wanted it to. A heartbreaking loss at the 
hands of BYU started it, and a flat team showed up in Miami before 
the worst performance of them all reared its ugly head against I- 
linois. 

For fans who were nervous about the Riley hire in the first place, 
the way things started just heightened things. 

“Well, I can understand (fans) being nervous,’ Rilly said. “We 
have the people that care the most and the greatest fans in the world, 
so obviously they're going to have feelings about this and certainly 
where we are. I understand that, totally, I get it” 

The coach doesn't shy away from the care factor the way former 
head man Bo Pelini did. His plan for handling it is simple. 

“What we have to do is play better and win some games and then 
go from there,’ the coach said. “That’s the nature of this thing, and 
I get it. Most of the time I think people are involved in any way be- 
cause they care, and that’s the beauty of it. I wouldn't want to trade 
that at all. We just have to do better” 


Accidental Emergence 

Had Mike Riley and staff fully recognized what it had in Andy 
Janovich before the season, he might be the starting tailback right 
now. The fullback showed what he could do against Southern Miss 
in such a way that the coaches wish they had more installed for him 
at this point. 

“We've always had the fullback in the past, at best, be a curveball 
for us and not often used; Riley said. “Finding out what this guy 
is, more and more, that’s why we've developed it to the extent we 
have. He played some as the tailback, so the thing that will have to 
come up with it is a good plan for how we're going to rotate that thing 
through” 

Janovich’s emergence as a runner came partly by accident. Of- 
fensive coordinator Danny Langsdorf and the rest of the staff saw 
a weakness in the Southern Miss defense, and thought a fullback 
could exploit it. Had they not seen that weakness, Janovich might 
remain solely a blocker. 

“We've just added that trap play a week ago for Jano, so like I said, 
were learning more about that as we go,’ Riley said. 


Tommy Being Tommy 

How much do you want “Tommy being Tommy”? 

“T think that when anybody has a quarterback that has that ver- 
satility, that question always comes to that quarterback or that team 
about the opportunity or the ability to decide in a good manner 
when do I pull it and go, how long do I hang in there to make the 
throw,’ Riley said. 

The junior quarterbacks elusiveness and creativity nearly yielded 
a comeback for the ages in Miami, but then it cost them a chance to 
win in overtime. His on the fly decision making raised questions and 
third and seven against Illinois, but it created a big play to Cethan 
Carter, setting up a field goal in the second quarter too. 

“T would say for the most part in how we've seen this thing devel- 
op from the very beginning in spring practice, he’ a diligent student 
and I think he’s making the right reads and a lot of good choices,” 
Riley said. 
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Andy Janovion Kas surprised coaches ' with his abilities this season. 


The coach would rather deal with the decision to throw on the run than not 
have the option at all with a less mobile passer. 

“When he’ out of the pocket because something isn’t working exactly,’ Riley 
said. “Then where do I throw the ball? Do I run? It’s all split second stuff” 


Cultivating Culture 

Creating the culture and way of doing things that he wants is a big goal for 
coach Mike Riley this season. Taking over for former coach Bo Pelini, there are 
some subtle, and some not so subtle, differences in how things are done around 
the football complex. 

Riley said he is still working to find the right communication with a new 
group of athletes that he’ still getting fully acquainted with. 

“T think reacting and being thoughtful in the reaction in a situation to a new 
group of kids that really don’t know me, that’s been interesting; Riley said. 

He’ banking on 40 years of coaching experience to find the right method 
with this team. 

“We rode a roller-coaster at Oregon State, there's no doubt about it? Riley 
said. “We kind of encountered all of the situations that you could, so I under- 
stand that, but I think understanding the values we want, the program, the way 
we want to be and then the football that we want, you know, it’s new. 

There have been struggles. Left tackle Alex Lewis, a senior and a captain, was 
recently called into Riley’s office to talk about the way he’s interacted with fans 
following a couple of close losses to Miami and Illinois. There are teaching mo- 
ments everywhere, according to the coach. It's a big picture approach. 

“My thoughts basically go to, ‘how to get this established, with this team, for 
the long haul,” he said. “So that’s probably the biggest adjustment?” 


Hometown Huskers 
Healthy Reilly leading Nebraska in receiving yardage 


Story by Lanny Holstein - Photo by Jimmy Rash 
wants you to know that he’s not injury 
prone. 

Yes, the Husker wide receiver missed six games a year ago with a 
hamstring pull, and yes, he missed a good chunk of fall camp with 
another hamstring issue, but that's the entire history when it comes 
to Reilly and injuries. 

“T never got hurt, ever, until last year, and now everyone thinks 
that I've been hurt every year, but no, it’s just been once,” he said. “T 
feel pretty good right now.” 

Reilly went his entire high school career at Lincoln Southwest 
without missing a game. Nothing major ever happened to him, and 
he even scoffed at missing a snap or two with a bump or bruise. Fast 
forward to current day, and it's been a challenging last 12 months for 
a wide receiver who isn’t used to missing time. 

“Tt’s frustrating, but it could be worse; Reilly said. “I could have 
been out for a year or two” 

Reilly’s fully healthy right now, and he has been since the begin- 
ning of the season. After five games, he was the team’s leading re- 
ceiver (352 yards), edging Jordan Westerkamp by two yards. 

“He’s played well, receivers coach Keith Williams said. “He’s still 
growing as a player in terms of experience, but I've been pleased by 
the way he’s played, the way he’s prepared. We just keep challenging 
him because the sky is the limit for him. His best football is ahead of 
him, and he realizes that every week.” 

The insane array of physical tools that Reilly possesses were a 
present for Williams when he took of the Husker receivers in spring 
ball. The former Tulane assistant got to work refining a guy that fel- 
low players have called the “fastest player on the team” 

“He is extremely explosive, he’s fast, big and tough, so I want him 
to be that way every down, no matter what the circumstance is, 
whatever the situation is, whatever the coverage is,” Williams said. 
“Be the complete player that you have the potential to be every snap.” 

For his part, Reilly has responded well. He's battled inconsistency 
at times but always come back strong. 

On one particular play against Miami, the receiver didn't fight 
well for a ball that ended up falling in the lap of a Hurricane defender 
for an interception. When he got to the sideline, Reilly got an earful 
from Williams, but later in the game, he was a key part of the Ne- 
braska comeback effort. 

“(Williams) gets on you, but I mean, we expect to make every 
play and if we don't, we expect to get coached up,’ Reilly said. “T 
wouldn't say he's negative, but he will get on you in a good, coaching 
way. 

For the most part, Williams is extremely positive and full of en- 
ergy. Those are the first qualities out of Reilly’s mouth when asked 
about his coach and something that he said makes his job a lot more 
enjoyable. Williams’ experience playing wide receiver in college and 
briefly in the professional ranks is good to have as well, according 
to Reilly. 

“The experience he has is great,” the receiver said. “He knows the 
position in and out, and whatever he tells us, ’'m going to listen to 
that and use it to my advantage.” 
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Don't spend valuable pre-game time searching for parking 
before Husker kickoffs. Reserve your parking online for one 
game or the entire season at one of our convenient City 
garages. You'll save time and money AND qualify to win 
valuable prizes! Were giving away two Big Red Weekend 
Packages that include two tickets to the game, $100 in 
Husker merchandise and a $50 restaurant gift certificate. 


It's easy to sign up at . SO Go-Park-Win 
with the Huskers and reserve 
game day parking! 
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RESERVE YOUR PARKING ONLINE! 
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Name Pos Ht Wt Yr Hometown (Prev School) 
Westerkamp, Jordan WR 6-0 195 Jr. Lombard, III. (Montini Catholic) 
Darlington, Zack QB 6-2 205 RFr. Apopka, Fla. (Apopka) 

Mosley, Trai CB 5-10 170 RFr. Pflugerville, Texas (Hendrickson) 
Stevenson, Jordan IB 5-9 205 Fr. Dallas, Texas (South Oak Cliff) 

Alston, Lavan WR 6-0 175 Fr. Oxnard, Calif. (St. Bonaventure) 
Newby, Marcus LB 6-1 235 So. North Potomac, Md. (Quince Orchard) 
Anderson, Avery DB 6-0 175 Fr. Surprise, Ariz. (Pine Creek (Colorado Springs)) 
Armstrong Jr.,Tommy QB 6-1 220 Jr. Cibolo, Texas (Steele) 

Young, Dedrick LB 6-1 220 Fr. Peoria, Ariz. (Centennial) 

Bush, AJ QB 6-3 220 RFr. Alpharetta, Ga. (Norcross) 

Lee Jr., Eric DB 6-0 180 Fr. Milton, Mass. (Valor Christian (Colorado)) 
Allen, Taariq WR 6-3 200 Sr. Weston, Mass. (The Rivers School) 
Collins, Maliek DT 6-2 300 Jr. Kansas City, Mo. (Center) 

Jones, Chris DB 6-0 180 So. Jacksonville, Fla. (Sandalwood) 
Morgan Jr., Stanley WR 6-0 185 Fr. New Orleans, La. (St. Augustine) 
Broekemeier, Tyson QB 6-1 200 Sr. Aurora, Neb. (Aurora) 

Neal, DaiShon DE 6-7 250 Fr. Omaha, Neb. (Central) 

Kalu, Joshua CB 6-1 185 So. Houston, Texas (Alief Taylor) 

Turner, Jamal WR 6-1 190 Sr. Arlington, Texas (Sam Houston) 

Carter, Cethan TE 6-4 240 Jr. New Orleans, La. (Archbishop Rummel) 
Joseph, Boaz DB 6-1 190 So. Weston, Fla. (Cypress Bay) 

Gifford, Luke LB 6-3 215 RFr. Lincoln, Neb. (Southeast) 

Hovey, Lane WR 6-4 205 Jr. Adel, lowa (Adel-Desoto-Minburn) 
Talan, Adrienne LB 6-1 200 Fr. Davie, Fla. (Flanagan) 

Rose, Jonathan CB 6-1 195 Sr. Leeds, Ala. (Auburn) (Leeds) 
Pierson-El, De’-Mornay WR 5-9 185 So. Alexandria, Va. (West Potomac) 
Rose-Ivey, Michael LB 5-11 240 Jr. Kansas City, Mo. (Rockhurst) 

Reed, Antonio DB 6-2 200 Fr. Memphis, Tenn. (Southaven (Miss.)) 
Fyfe, Ryker QB 6-2 210 Jr. Grand Island, Neb. (Grand Island) 

King, Sedrick DE 6-4 240 RFr. Plant City, Fla. (Plant City) 

Barry, Mohamed LB 6-1 215 Fr. Grayson, Ga. (Grayson) 

Keels, Joe DE 6-3 265 Sr. Kenosha, Wis. (Highland CC) (Bradford) 
Jackson, Charles DB 5-11 180 Jr. Spring, Texas (Klein Collins) 

Wilbon, Mikale IB 5-8 190 RFr. Chicago, Ill. (De La Salle Institute) 
Ozigbo, Devine RB 5-11 225 Fr. Sachse, Texas (Sachse) 

Ridder, Anthony DB 6-2 205 Sr. West Point, Neb. (West Point Central Catholic) 
Davie, Daniel CB 6-1 190 Sr. Beatrice, Neb. (Beatrice) 

Rose, Austin IB 6-1 215 RFr. Lincoln, Neb. (North Star) 

Williams, Aaron S 5-11 185 Fr. Atlanta, Ga. (Carver) 

Gerry, Nate S 6-2 205 Jr. Sioux Falls, $.D. (Washington) 
Holtmeier, Blake WR 6-2 200 RFr. Kearney, Neb. (Kearney Catholic) 
Connely, Thomas LB 5-11 205 RFr. Kearney, Neb. (Kearney Catholic) 
Pelzer, Brady WR 5-11 180 RFr. Bellevue, Neb. (Bellevue East) 

Sutcliffe, Jamie PK 6-2 190 Jr. — Thousand Oaks, Calif: (Utah/Pierce College) (Thousand Oaks) 
Foltz, Sam P 6-1 200 Jr. Greeley, Neb. (Grand Island) 

Johnson, Noah RB 6-0 195 Fr. Sutton, Neb. (Sutton) 

Williams, Kieron S 6-0 190 So. Shreveport, La. (Air Force Prep) (C.E. Byrd) 
Cockrell, Byerson S 6-0 185 Sr. Columbus, Miss. (East Mississippi CC) (Columbus) 
Taylor, Adam IB 6-2 210 So. Katy, Texas (Katy) 

Graham, Nolan DB 5-11 200 RFr. Firth, Neb. (Norris) 

Nabity, Graham IB 6-0 210 Jr. Omaha, Neb. (Elkhorn) 

Kitrell, Bo FB 6-1 225 RFr. Ashland, Neb. (Ashland-Greenwood) 
Young, Conor WR 6-1 170 Fr. Cozad, Neb. (Cozad) 

Cross, Imani IB 6-1 240 Sr. Gainesville, Ga. (North Hall) 

Davis, Alex DE 6-5 230 Fr. Riviera Beach, Fla. (Dwyer) 

Bailey, Christian WR 5-11 205 So. San Clemente, Calif. (San Clemente) 
McKay, Garrett LB 6-0 210 Jr. Anaheim Hills, Calif. (Santa Ana College) (Servite) 
Brown, Drew PK 5-11 180 So. Southlake, Texas (Southlake Carroll) 
Newby, Terrell IB 5-10 200 Jr. Los Angeles, Calif. (Chaminade) 
Janovich, Andy FB 6-1 230 Sr. Gretna, Neb. (Gretna) 

Karel, Reid ATH 6-3 190 Fr. Seward, Neb. (Seward) 

Lazaro, Noah LB 6-2 225 Fr. Lincoln, Neb. (Lincoln Southwest) 
Mazour, Wyatt RB 5-9 190 Fr. Albion, Neb. (Boone Central) 

Jordan, Harrison FB 5-10 230 So. Omaha, Neb. (Westside) 

Nelson, Jordan IB 5-7. 180 Jr. Omaha, Neb. (Burke) 

Betka, Ty WR 5-7 165 Jr. Superior, Neb. (Drake) 

Ober, Jordan LS 6-1 200 Fr.  LasVegas, Nev. (Bishop Gorman) 
McNitt, Luke TE 6-2 240 So. 


Kearney, Neb. (Nebraska-Kearney) (Kearney) 
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Foster, Trey 

Koley, Creighton 
Classen, Brett 
Ferguson, Tyrin 
McCann, Mitch 
Stoltenberg, Mick 
Natter, A.J. 
Reimers, Bryan 
Jarzynka, Matt 
Evans, Erik 

Rahn, Gabe 
Hemphill, Austin 
Weber, Chris 
Johns, Garret 
Brugmann, Jared 
Freudenburg, Ryan 
Banderas, Josh 
Boryca, Alex 
Painter, Robby 
Poppen, Garrett 
Maurice, Kevin 
Thurston, Paul 
Gaylord, Christian 
Simpson, Brad 
Sterup, Zach 
Weinmaster, Jacob 
Lopez, Joel 
Whitaker, Corey 
Cleveland, Brody 
Finnin, Matt 
Conrad, Cole 
Farmer, Tanner 
Reeves, Ryne 
Utter, Dylan 
Foster, Jerald 
Gates, Nick 
Kondolo, Chongo 
Lewis, Alex 
Hannon, Zach 
Hahn, Sam 
Barnett, Jalin 
Anderson, Fyn 
Long, Chris 
Johnson Jr., Dwayne 
Owen, Dylan 
Knevel, David 
Price, Givens 
Decker, Michael 
Moore, Alonzo 
Cotton, Sam 
Snyder, Matt 
Sutton, David 
Reilly, Brandon 
Dzuris, Ross 
Hoppes, Tyler 
Ketter, Connor 
McMullen, Greg 
Akinmoladun, Freedom 
Urbach, Chase 
Williams, Kevin 
Davis, Khalil 
Gangwish, Jack 
Lindsay, Spencer 
Davis, Carlos 
Rath, Logan 
Valentine, Vincent 
Newell, Peyton 
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2015 NEBRASKA FOOTBALL ROSTER 


Pos Ht Wt Yr Hometown (Prev School) 

TE 6-0 245 Jr. Lincoln, Neb. (Southeast) 

DB 6-0 180 RFr. Omaha, Neb. (Skutt Catholic) 

WR 6-2 205 So. Medina, Minn. (Winona State) (Wayzata) 
LB 6-2 200 Fr. New Orleans, La. (Edna Karr) 

FB 6-0 235 Jr. Omaha, Neb. (Burke) 

DL 6-5 265 RFr. Gretna, Neb. (Gretna) 

DE 6-5 250 So. Milton, Wis. (Milton) 

WR 6-5 210 RFr. Lincoln, Neb. (Lincoln East) 

DE 6-4 240 RFr. Loup City, Neb. (Loup City) 

DE 6-3 255 So. Waverly, Neb. (Waverly) 

WR 6-1 190 So. Le Mars, lowa (Le Mars) 

FB 6-0 220 Fr. Gretna, Neb. (Gretna) 

LB 6-3 220 So. Omaha, Neb. (Elkhorn) 

DL 6-0 280 Jr. Aurora, Neb. (Aurora) 

LB 6-2 225 Fr. Gretna, Neb. (Gretna) 

OL 6-5 305 RFr. Norfolk, Neb. (Lutheran-Northeast) 

LB 6-2 235 Jr. Lincoln, Neb. (Southwest) 

LB. 6-2 220 RFr. Cozad, Neb. (Cozad) 

OL 6-4 290 Jr. Centennial, Colo. (Grandview) 

LB 6-1. 215 RFr. Giltner, Neb. (Giltner) 

DT 6-3 280 Jr. Orlando, Fla. (Freedom) 

OL 6-5 295 Jr. Arvada, Colo. (Arvada West) 

OL 6-6 275 Fr. Baldwin City, Kan. (Baldwin City) 

LB 6-0 225 Jr. Omaha, Neb. (Ralston) 

OL 6-8 320 Sr. Hastings, Neb. (Hastings St. Cecilia) 

LB 6-0 200 Fr. Loveland, Colo. (Loveland) 

DL 6-2 260 So. Saint Charles, Ill. (Burlington Central) 
OL 6-4 290 Jr. Murrieta, Calif. (Vista Murrieta) 

LB 6-2 210 Fr. Ogallala, Neb. (Ogallala) 

OL 6-7 305 Sr. Crete, Ill. (College of DuPage) (Crete Monee) 
OL 6-5 290 RFr. Fremont, Neb. (Archbishop Bergan) 

OL 6-4 310 RFr. Highland, Ill. (Highland) 

OL 6-3 300 Sr. Crete, Neb. (Crete) 

OL 6-1 285 Jr. Papillion, Neb. (Papillion-LaVista) 

OL 6-3 310 RFr. Lincoln, Neb. (Southeast) 

OL 6-5 290 RFr. Las Vegas, Nev. (Bishop Gorman) 

OL 6-4 300 Sr. Carrollton, Texas (Fresno City College) (Creekview) 
OL 6-6 290 Sr. Tempe, Ariz. (Colorado) (Mountain Pointe) 
OL 6-5 305 So. Kansas City, Mo. (Rockhurst) 

OL 6-6 300 Jr. DeWitt, Neb. (North Dakota St.) (Tri-County) 
OL 6-4 310 Fr. Lawton, Okla. (Lawton) 

DL 6-3 260 Fr. Lincoln, Neb. (Southeast) 

OL 6-4 300 Sr. __ Blair, Neb. (Blair) 

OL 6-6 280 So. Houston, Texas (Bellaire) 

DL 6-5 235 RFr. Westchester, N.Y. (Bridgton Academy) (Somers) 
OL 6-9 310 So. Brantford, Ontario, Canada (Pauline Johnson Collegiate) 
DT 6-4 310 Sr. Houston, Texas (Alief Taylor) 

OL 6-4 285 Fr. Omaha, Neb. (North) 

WR 6-2 195 Jr. Winnfield, La. (Winnfield Senior) 

TE 6-4 250 Jr. Lincoln, Neb. (Southeast) 

TE 6-5 245 Fr. San Ramon, Calif. (California) 

TE 6-3 255 Sr. Lincoln, Neb (Southeast) 

WR 6-1 195 Jr. Lincoln, Neb. (Southwest) 

DE 6-3 250 Jr.  Plattsmouth, Neb. (Plattsmouth) 

TE 6-4 240 So. Lincoln, Neb. (Wayne State) (Southwest) 
TE 6-5 245 So. Norfolk, Neb. (Norfolk Catholic) 

DE 6-3 280 Jr. Akron, Ohio (Hoban) 

DE 6-4 255 RFr. Grandview, Mo. (Grandview) 

LS 6-3 200 Fr. Grosse Pointe, Mich. (Grosse Pointe South) 
DT 6-2 275 Sr. Holland, Ohio (Springfield) 

DL 6-2 265 Fr. Blue Springs, Mo. (Blue Springs) 

DE 6-2 265 Sr. Wood River, Neb. (Wood River) 

PK 5-9 205 Jr. Kearney, Neb. (Kearney) 

DL 6-2 265 Fr. Blue Springs, Mo. (Blue Springs) 

DT 6-4 280 Jr. — Giltner, Neb. (South Dakota State) (Giltner) 
DT 6-3 320 Jr. Edwardsville, Ill. (Edwardsville) 

DL 6-3 270 RFr. Hiawatha, Kan. (Hiawatha) 
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2015 SCHEDULE 


Sept.3 TCU L, 23-17 
Sept. 12 @ Colorado State W, 23-20 
Sept. 19 Kent State W, 10-7 
Sept. 26 Ohio W, 27-24 
Oct.3. @Northwestern L, 27-0 
Oct.10 @ Purdue W, 41-13 
Oct. 31 Michigan 
Nov. 7 @ Ohio State 
Nov. 14 @ Iowa* 
Nov. 21 Illinois 
Nov. 28 Wisconsin 
2014 RESULTS (8-5, 5-3) 
Eastern Illinois —§ W, 42-20 
Middle Tennessee W, 35-24 
@TCU L, 30-7 
San Jose State W, 24-7 
@ Michigan W, 30-14 
Northwestern W, 24-17 
Purdue W, 39-38 
@ Illinois L, 28-24 
Iowa W, 51-14 
Ohio State L, 31-24 
@ Nebraska W, 28-24 
@ Wisconsin L, 34-24 
Missouri* L, 33-17 
*Citrus Bowl 
HEAD COACH 
Jerry Kill took . 
over the head 
coaching duties 
at Minnesota 
in Decem- 
ber of 2010 
after he guided 
Northern II- 
linois to a 10-3 


record. Now in his fifth year as the head 
coach, Kill has steadily rebuilt the Min- 
nesota Golden Gopher football program 
during his five seasons. To date, he has a 
29-28 record and 14-20 mark in Big Ten 
conference play. Kill’s health has been 
an issue in recent years. He has battled 
cancer and suffered from seizures during 
games, one causing him to take a leave of 
absence to address his condition. Despite 
all of this, Kill managed to be named the 
Big Ten Coach of the Year in 2014 and 
always seems to get the most out of what 
he has on the roster. 
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Quarterback Mitch Leidner has led the Golden Gophers to a 4-2 mark thus far this season. 
Story By Shane G. Gilster » Photos courtesy Minnesota Athletic Communications 


Hurting Huskers have tough road trip 

You can’t help but feel for this Nebraska football team. If the ball bounced the right 
way at least one time in the closing minutes in each of their four losses, they could 
have been undefeated at 6-0 and ranked in the Top-25. But it went against them each 
time and now the Huskers are staring at a 2-4 record. 

Now NU travels to Minneapolis to face the 4-2 Golden Gophers, a team that has 
beaten the Huskers the last two seasons. 


Prediction 
All signs point to another win by Minnesota as the Big Red continue to struggle to 
find an identity as a team and win games in the closing minutes. 


Minnesota 27, Nebraska 17 


A look back - Big Red Buries Gophers 

Nebraska 84, Wisconsin 13 

Sept. 17, 1983 in Minneapolis 

The score said it all, as it was a total mismatch of epic proportions. The No. 1 Ne- 
braska Cornhuskers played its entire 60-man travel roster and scored at will against the 
unranked Minnesota Golden Gophers, putting up 21 points in each of the four quarters 
in route to an 84-13 win. 

It was the largest total Nebraska ever scored against an NCAA Division I-A team, 
and the most since a 100-0 victory over Nebraska Wesleyan in 1917. 

In contrast, the 71-point margin was the worst defeat suffered by Minnesota in their 
100 years. 

The stars of the game for the Cornhusker offense were the “Triplets,” I-back Mike 
Rozier, wingback Irving Fryar and quarterback Turner Gill. 


yy 


RESERVE YOUR PARKING ONLINE! 


PERG ATES: 


Minnesota linebacker Cody Poock 


All three had phenomenal games, but it was 
Fryar who stole the show, scoring three touch- 
downs, two on pass receptions of 70 and 68 
yards and one on an option run of 41 yards. 

Fryar set a Nebraska wingback record for re- 


catches, the longest receptions of his career. He 
also rushed for 92 yards on only three carries. 

Meanwhile Rozier, who played just three 
quarters, ran for 196 yards on just 15 carries, 
averaging 13 yards each time he got the ball. 

Not to be outdone, Gill bettered Rozier’s 
average by rushing for 100 yards on just four 
carries, an average of 25 yards per carry. He 
also threw for 136 yards. 


Gophers like to run 

Minnesota still likes to rely on its run game 
even though it is one of the worst teams in the 
Big Ten at doing it. All-Big Ten running back 
David Cobb is gone but they still have capable 
runners like leading rusher Rodney Smith and 
Shannon Brooks. 

Smith, a redshirt freshman, has almost 500 
yards rushing on 107 attempts, averaging over 
four yards. Brooks, a true freshman, had a 
breakout performance in their last game against 
Purdue with 176 yards on 17 carries, including 
71-yard touchdown run. 


Find more daily news at Huskerslllustrated.com 


But the main man on offense is quarter- 


_ back Mitch Leidner. Leidner is a heady, game 
manager. He will do the little things to keep 
the offense moving, but won’t hurt it with poor 
_ decisions. 

ception yards with 138 on those two touchdown 
in 2014 but he is around a 60% passer, throwing 
_ for over 1,000 yards with 6 TDs. Leidner sorely 
_ misses his All-Conference tight end Maxx Wil- 

_ liams who lead the team in catches, receiving 
yards and touchdowns last year. 


So far he isn’t the running threat like he was 


Senior secondary 
Minnesota has one of the best defensive 


_ backfields in the country in terms of talent and 
_ experience. It includes four seniors with the 

_ likes of All-Big Ten caliber plays in Briean 

- Boddy-Calhoun and Eric Murray. 


With the Gopher defensive secondary being 


: so strong, opposing offenses may want to try 
: running the ball. 


But another strength of the defense that is 


emerging this season has been the linebackers. 
: Cody Poock is the team leader in tackles with 
- 45 and roams all over the field. 


Last game 
Minnesota 41, Purdue 13 


Played Oct. 10 at West Lafayette, Indiana 


OCTOBER 17, 2015 


Minnesota could have found its 


_ offensive identity this season as well 
» as anew playmaker in its road win at 
» Purdue. 


The Gophers were rated as the 


second-worst scoring offense in FBS 
_ at 15.4 points per game, but exploded 
_ for 28 points in the third quarter alone. 


True freshman running back Shan- 


- non Brooks ran the ball 17 times for 

- 176 yards, highlighted by a 71-yard 
touchdown jaunt. Before this game, he 
- only had 20 carries for 115 yards and 

- two TDs. 


“Shannon Brooks is going to be 


: a heck of a back. He reminds me of 

: Marion Barber. He is fast, and he hits 
- the holes,” Minnesota head coach 

© Jerry Kill said. 


On defense Minnesota held the 


Boilermakers to 275 yards, with only 
_ 68 rushing. 


They even helped out their team 


with a touchdown score. 


With All-Conference cornerback 


- Biean Boddy-Calhoun still injured for 
the Gophers, junior Jalen Mryick got 
the start and made two interceptions, 

_ the second was turned into a 27-yard 
touchdown. 


Fast Facts 
Location: Minneapolis, Minn. 
Enrollment: 51,147 
First Year of Football: 1882 
National Titles: 7 
Big Ten Titles: 18 
Stadium Name: TCF Bank Stadium 
Stadium Capacity: 52,525 
Nickname: Golden Gophers 
Colors: Maroon and Gold 
Mascot: Goldy Gopher 
Defense: 4-3 
Offense: Multiple 
2014 Record: 8-5 
Conference: Big Ten 
Starters Returning: (15) — Offense 
(5), Defense (7) 
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www.blurparties.com 
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Maye, KJ 
Johnson, Dior 
Gentry, Isaiah 
Hardin, KiAnte 
Ayinde, Adekunle 
Myrick, Jalen 
Rogers, Ace 
Leidner, Mitch 
Travis, Damarius 
McGhee, Duke 
Carter, Eric 

Keith, Alex 
Johnson, Antonio 
Croft, Demry 
Register, Hunter 
Poock, Cody 
Celestin, Jonathan 
Streveler, Chris 
Craighton, Zo 
Gant, Desmond 
Williams, Everett 
Rhoda, Conor 
Jones, Jeff 

Huff, Jacob 
Westerhaus, Peter 
Perra, Jacques 
Santoso, Ryan 
Moore, Gary 
Dicke, Cedric 
Conway, Michael 
Mayer, Adam 
Huff, Julian 
Holland Jr., Melvin 
Borchardt, Jeff 
James, Craig 
Sardinha, EJ 
Smith, Rodney 
Buford, Ray 
Jordahl, Payton 
Smith, Brian 


Campbell, De’Vondre 
Johannesson, James 


Brooks, Shannon 


Femi-Cole, Jonathan 


Gibson, Jerry 
Tuszynski, Louis 


Pos 


Ht 


Wt 


Yr 


Hometown (Prev School) 


TE 
WR 


Boddy-Calhoun, Briean 


Wipson, Chris 
Murray, Eric 
Edwards, Berkley 
Harte, Andrew 
McKelvey, John 
Shenault, Antonio 
McElfresh, Logan 


Williams Jr., Rodrick 


Waters, Jaylen 
Cashman, Blake 
Mortell, Peter 
Carpenter, Emmit 
Hansen, Trey 


LB 


5-10 
6-2 
6-4 
5-10 
6-0 
5-10 
6-1 
6-4 
6-2 
6-1 
5-11 
6-3 
6-0 


194 
207 
206 
170 
203 
205 
211 
237 
208 
207 
189 
254 
206 
200 
209 
230 
224 
223 
199 
214 
231 
219 
209 
205 
230 
223 
250 
283 
210 
218 
214 
220 
196 
204 
189 
194 
200 
196 
230 
209 
239 
220 
206 
212 
238 
187 
5-11 
216 
199 
195 
181 
203 
175 
193 
234 
225 
214 
200 
190 
223 


SR 
FR 
RS FR 
FR 
RS SO 
JR 
RS JR 
RS JR 
SR 
RS SO 
RS SO 
SR 
SR 
FR 
FR 
RS SO 
so 
RS SO 
FR 
RS FR 
so 
RS SO 
RS FR 
FR 
RS SR 
RS FR 
RS SO 
so 
RSJR 
RS SO 
FR 
FR 
RS FR 
RS SO 
sO 
RS JR 
RS FR 
FR 
RS FR 
RS SO 
RS SR 
FR 
FR 
FR 
RS FR 
RS JR 
190 
RS SO 
SR 
RS SO 
RS SO 
RS JR 
FR 
RS FR 
SR 
FR 
FR 
RS SR 
RS FR 
FR 


Mobile, Ala. (Murphy HS) 

Detroit, Mich. (Southfield HS) 
Cincinnati, Ohio (Moeller HS) 

Webb City, Mo. (Webb City HS) 

Blaine, Minn. (Blaine HS) 

Bloomingdale, Ga. (Savannah Christian Prep HS) 
lowa City, lowa (lowa Western CC) 
Lakeville, Minn. (Lakeville South HS) 
Pensacola, Fla. (Pensacola HS) 

Decatur, Ga. (Cedar Grove HS) 
Lakeland, Fla. (Lake Gibson Senior HS) 
Columbia, Mo. (Hickman HS) 
Cleveland, Ohio (Shaker Heights HS) 
Rockford, Ill. (Boylan HS) 

Lafayette, La. (Comeaux HS) 

Okoboji, lowa (lowa Western CC) 
Jonesboro, Ga. (Mundy’s Mill HS) 

Crystal Lake, Ill. (Marian Central Catholic HS) 
Geismar, La. (Dutchtown HS) 

Aurora, Ill. (East Aurora HS) 

Mansfield, Texas (Legacy HS) 

Eagan, Minn. (Cretin-Derham Hall HS) 
Minneapolis, Minn. (Washburn HS) 
Bolingbrook, Ill. (Bolingbrook HS) 
Chanhassen, Minn. (Holy Family HS) 
Roseville, Minn. (Roseville HS) 

Pace, Fla. (Pace HS) 

Mobile, Ala. (Murphy HS) 

Cannon Falls, Minn. (Cannon Falls HS) 
La Crescent, Minn. (Aquinas HS [Wis.]) 
Walnut Creek, Calif. (De La Salle HS) 
Bolingbrook, III. (Bolingbrook HS) 
Ashburn, Va. (Briar Woods HS) 

Medina, Minn. (Wayzata HS) 
Edwardsville, Ill. (Edwardsville HS) 
Wellington, Fla. (Palm Beach Central HS) 
Jonesboro, Ga. (Mundy’s Mill HS) 
Detroit, Mich. (Southfield HS) 

Perham, Minn. (Perham HS) 
Milwaukee, Wis. (Brookfield East HS) 
Fort Myers, Fla. (Hutchinson CC) 

Fargo, N.D. (Fargo South HS) 

Atlanta, Ga. (Pickens HS) 

Vaughan, Ontario, Canada (St. Andrew’s College) 
Theodore, Ala. (Theodore HS) 
Germantown, Wisc. (Stetson University) 
RS SRWilmington, Del. (Coffeyville CC) 
Plymouth, Minn. (Wayzata HS) 
Milwaukee, Wis. (Riverside University HS) 
Chelsea, Mich. (Chelsea HS) 

Downers Grove, Ill. (Montini Catholic HS) 
Hunting Valley, Ohio (University School) 
Roselle, Ill. (Lake Park HS) 

Brainerd, Minn. (Brainerd HS) 
Lewisville, Texas (Lewisville HS) 
Copperas Cove, Texas (Copperas Cove HS) 
Eden Prairie, Minn. (Eden Prairie HS) 
Green Bay, Wis. (Notre Dame Academy) 
Green Bay, Wis. (Ashwaubenon HS) 
Cedar Falls, lowa (Cedar Falls HS) 


No Name 


Samuels, Chase 
Starks, Alexander 
Thomas, Miles 
Juenemann, Justin 
Hartmann, Tyler 
Kirsch, Jacob 
Beebe, Colton 
Hart, Nick 


DeLattiboudere, Winston 


Herbers, Jacob 
Weber, Blake 
Witham, Bryce 
Lynn, Jack 
Timms, Yoshoub 
Rasmussen, Luke 
Mayes, Connor 
Cockran, Theiren 
Rallis, Nick 
Mydra, Joey 
Oseland, Quinn 
Dixon, Ray 
Leidner, Matt 
Dovich, Bronson 
Weyler, Jared 
Christenson, Jon 
Oldenkamp, Matt 
Campion, Josh 
Stieber, Ted 
Bobek, Brian 
Hayes, Isaac 
Carr, Justin 
Fahning, Chad 
Moore, Tyler 
Bjorklund, Joe 
Connelly, Nick 
Kuehn, Noah 
Mayes, Alex 
Bush, Foster 
Lauer, Ben 
Pirsig, Jonah 
Wozniak, Nate 
Anyanwu, Duke 
Wolitarsky, Drew 
Scarver, Noah 
Reger, Will 
Plsek, Lincoln 
Lingen, Brandon 
Johnson, Cavonte 
Elmore, Gaelin 
Still, Rashad 
Morse, Matt 
Renner, Sam 
Kafo, Julien 


Ndondo-Lay, Robert 


Hall, Mose 

Ekpe, Hendrick 
Richardson, Steven 
Ekpe, Scott 

Stelter, Andrew 


Wt 


Yr 


Hometown (Prev School) 


5-11 


200 
200 
250 
165 
257 
201 
263 
250 
230 
220 
225 
230 
238 
290 
284 
328 
258 
228 
215 
291 
225 
283 
288 
293 
303 
273 
307 
305 
289 
316 
280 
290 
306 
300 
286 
297 
310 
306 
317 
316 
271 
236 
218 
274 
191 
278 
247 
198 
266 
202 
191 
250 
256 
264 
275 
243 
291 
290 
277 


FR 
RS SO 
SR 
RS SO 
RS JR 
RSJR 
FR 
RS SO 
FR 
FR 
so 
FR 
RS JR 
RSJR 
RS FR 
so 
RS SR 
RS JR 
FR 
FR 
RS SO 
RS SO 
FR 
RS FR 
RS SR 
RS FR 
RS SR 
FR 
RS SR 
RS JR 
RSJR 
RS SO 
FR 
RS SR 
FR 
FR 
RS SO 
RS SR 
RSJR 
RS JR 
RS SO 
RS SO 
JR 
RS SO 
RS FR 
SR 
so 
RS JR 
so 
FR 
FR 
FR 
RS FR 
RS SR 
FR 
JR 
so 
RS JR 
so 


Phoenix, Ariz. (Centennial HS) 
Plainfield, Ill. (Plainfield North HS) 
Downs, Kan. (Butler County CC) 
Phillipsburg, Kan. (Phillipsburg HS) 
Andover, Minn. (Andover HS) 
Rochester, Minn. (Rochester CTC) 
Kansas City, Kan. (Piper HS) 

Prior Lake, Minn. (Prior Lake HS) 
Baltimore, Md. (Howard HS) 

Battle Creek, Mich. (Lakeview HS) 

Prior Lake, Minn. (Rochester CTC) 
Grand Rapids, Mich. (West Catholic HS) 
Lake Zurich, Ill. (Lake Zurich HS) 

Fort Walton Beach, Fla. (Fort Walton Beach HS) 
Brookfield, Wis. (Central HS) 

Van Alstyne, Texas (Van Alstyne HS) 
Homestead, Fla. (Homestead HS) 
Edina, Minn. (Edina HS) 

Hopkins, Minn. (Hopkins HS) 
Springfield, Ill. (Sacred Heart Griffin HS) 
Loxahatchee, Fla. (Seminole Ridge HS) 
Lakeville, Minn. (Lakeville South HS) 
Chaska, Minn. (Chaska HS) 

Dayton, Ohio (Centerville HS) 
Minnetonka, Minn. (Minnetonka HS) 
Eagle River, Alaska (Chugiak HS) 

Fergus Falls, Minn. (Fork Union (Va.) Military Academy) 
Akron, Ohio (Hoban HS) 

Inverness, III. (Ohio State) 

Brooklyn Park, Minn. (St. Thomas Academy) 
Rochester, Minn. (Rochester CTC) 

St. Paul, Minn. (DeLaSalle HS) 

Galena Park, Texas (North Shore HS) 
Rosemount, Minn. (Rosemount HS) 
Red Wing, Minn. (Red Wing HS) 

Eagan, Minn. (Eagan HS) 

Van Alstyne, Texas (Van Alstyne HS) 
Menasha, Wis. (Menasha HS) 
Plymouth, Minn. (Wayzata HS) 

Blue Earth, Minn. (Blue Earth Area HS) 
Greenwood, Ind. (Center Grove HS) 
Blaine, Minn. (Blaine HS) 

Santa Clarita, Calif. (Canyon County HS) 
Minneapolis, Minn. (Montana) 
Burnsville, Minn. (Burnsville HS) 

West, Texas (Reicher HS) 

Wayzata, Minn. (Wayzata HS) 

Edina, Minn. (Edina HS) 

Somerset, Wis. (Somerset HS) 

El Paso, Texas (Andress HS) 

Apple Valley, Minn. (Apple Valley HS) 
Maple Grove, Minn. (Maple Grove Senior High) 
Mont-Tremblant, Quebec, Canada (Vanier) 
Minneapolis, Minn. (Winona State) 
Mobile, Ala. (Murphy HS) 

Lewisville, Texas (Lewisville HS) 
Chicago, Ill. (Mt. Carmel HS) 

Lewisville, Texas (Lewisville HS) 
Owatonna, Minn. (Owatonna HS) 


WEST 


OMI NOW 


BIGTEN NOTEBOOK 


Down to the Wire 


No. 18 Michigan blows out No. 13 Northwestern, 


OSU, MSU and lowa still unbeaten 


the country right now. 

The Wolverines have won five-straight 
games - their lone loss came to now No. 
5-ranked Utah - and recorded three con- 
secutive shutouts for the first time since 
1980 when it blanked Indiana, Wisconsin 
and Purdue. 

Michigan fans are loving life with Jim 
Harbaugh as their coach and why not? 

The Wolverines are 5-1 overall, 2-0 in 
the Big Ten, have scored 97 unanswered 
points in their last three victories and host 
rival Michigan State Oct. 17. 

To show their appreciation, the 110,000 
or so in soldout Michigan Stadium rose to 
their feet and changed “De-fense ... De- 
fense ...” in the game’s waning seconds. 

Northwestern head coach Pat Fitzgerald 
was more than impressed by Michigan’s 
defense. 

“That front is fast, physical and big,” 
Fitzgerald said. “We lost all or most of our 
matchups against it today.” 

Harbaugh added, “The fellas were bal- 
lin’.” 

Michigan is one of five unbeaten teams 
in the Big Ten in conference play and the 
league season is just two weeks old. 

Four of those teams reside in the Big 
Ten’s East Division. 

Joining the Maize and Blue in the ranks 
of the unbeaten in league play are Ohio 


State, Michigan State, Penn State and Iowa. 


Following Huskers Illustrated takes a 
look at football happenings around the Big 
Ten. 


EAST DIVISION 
INDIANA 
The Hoosiers lost their second-straight 
Big Ten game and have even more injury 
concerns at the quarterback position. 
Back-up quarterback Zander Diamont 
left the game with either a shoulder injury 


| DOUG GRIFFITHS 


: or aconcession, or perhaps both. 


Plus, the Hoosiers were without starting 


: quarterback Nate Sudfeld and starting run- 
_ ning back Jordan Howard due to injuries. 


On defense, IU’s struggles continued as 


it gave up 310 yards at halftime to a Penn 
_ State team that has struggled this season, 
_ averaging just 329.2 yards a game. 


“We’re a better team than we showed 


: today,” said IU head coach Kevin Wilson 
' after his team’s 22-point loss at Penn State. 


MARYLAND 
Maryland head coach Randy Edsall 


- abruptly put an end to his postgame press 
: conference after his team lost at Ohio State. 


He angrily walked out of the news 


| conference after a reporter asked a question 
_ implying he may have coached his final 
- game with the Terrapins. 


Maryland entered its game in Columbus 


; after a week filled with speculation that 
_ Edsall was on the chopping block. 


Edsall answered a direct question about 


his job status saying he’s focusing on what 
he controls, noting, “It’s about the kids.” 


Maryland is idle this week after being 


: outscored 115-34 in its last three games. 


MICHIGAN 
The Wolverines’ clash with Northwest- 


ern was supposed to be a defensive battle 

as the top two scoring defenses nationally 
_ collided. What it was, was lopsided from 

the outset. 


Jehu Chesson returned the opening kick- 


_ off 96 yards for a touchdown and following 
~ a quick three-and-out by Northwestern’s 

: offense, Michigan’s Drake Johnson’s touch- | 
: down made it 14-0 less than five minutes 
' into the contest. 


The Michigan D got into the scoring act 


- late in the second quarter when Jourdan 
- Lewis ran an interception back 36 yards for | 
- a touchdown, the Wolverines’ first defensive — 


' Team 


EAST 
UMME SOR 


EAST DIVISION 


2015 Standings 


Overall Conference 
- Ohio State 6-0 2-0 
_ Michigan State 6-0 2-0 
' Penn State 5-1 2-0 
_ Michigan 5-1 2-0 
' Indiana 4-2 0-2 
- Maryland 2-4 0-2 
- Rutgers 2-3 0-2 
WEST DIVISION 
» Team Overall Conference 
' Towa 6-0 2-0 
- Northwestern 5-1 1-1 
» Illinois 4-2 1-1 
Wisconsin 4-2 1-1 
- Minnesota 4-2 1-1 
- Nebraska 2-4 0-2 


’ Purdue 1-5 0-2 


Oct. 10 Results 

Ohio State 49, Maryland 28 

Penn State 29, Indiana 7 

Iowa 29, Illinois 20 
Michigan 38, Northwestern 0, 2:30 p.m. 

Wisconsin 23, Nebraska 21 

Minnesota 41, Purdue 13 

Michigan State 31, Rutgers 24 


Oct. 17 Games 
Purdue at Wisconsin, 11 a.m. 
Iowa at Northwestern 11 a.m. 
Nebraska at Minnesota 2:30 p.m. 
Michigan State at Michigan 2:30 p.m. 
Rutgers at Indiana 2:30 p.m. 
Penn State, Ohio State 7 p.m. 


Oct. 24 Games 
Northwestern at Nebraska 
Wisconsin at Illinois, 2:30 p.m. 
Maryland vs. Penn State p.m. 
Indiana at Michigan State 11 a.m. 
Ohio State at Rutgers 7 p.m. 


All times CT 


Find more daily news at Huskerslllustrated.com 
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score of the season. 
Fifth-year senior Jake Rudock didn’t 


turn the ball over and threw for 179 yards, : 


completing 17-of-23 passes. 


MICHIGAN STATE 
The Spartans aren’t playing well, but 
they continue to win. 
They trailed Rutgers 14-10 at half- 
time, but freshman LJ Scott scored on a 
three-yard run with 43 seconds to play to 


lift the Spartans to their sixth win over the 


season. 
Scott, who didn’t play in the first half, 
replaced starting tailback Madre London, 


who left the game in the third quarter with 


a right knee injury. 

The victory was MSU’s 10th straight. 

Aaron Burbridge had a season-best 
nine catches for 146 yards for the Spar- 
tans. 

Quarterback Connor Cook threw for 
a season-high 357 yards (one shy of his 
career high), completing 23-of-38, and he 
also threw two touchdowns. 


OHIO STATE 
The Buckeyes just keep on winning, 


but only led struggling Maryland 21-14 at : 


halftime. 


OSU used Cardale Jones to start drives ; 


and J.T. Barrett to finish them under 
center. Jones threw a pair of touchdown 
passes, while Barrett scored three times. 
Ezekiel Elliott also added a pair of 
scores. 
“Tm very happy with it,” said Buck- 
eye head coach Urban Meyer about his 


quarterback platoon system. “It’s a unique 


situation.” 

The Buckeyes have now won 
26-straight regular-season conference 
games. 


PENN STATE 
The Nittany Lions have gotten healthy 


at home in the last five weeks ,and as a re- | 
sult are 5-1 after their victory over Indiana : 


in Happy Valley. 

Against IU, Penn State was without its 
top two running backs, but quarterback 
Christian Hackenberg was good. 

Hackenberg ran for a pair of touch- 


=e 


_ downs threw for two others, finishing 

_ 21-of-39 with 262 yards passing with no 
_ interceptions. 

__ When Hackenberg wasn’t damaging 


IU’s defense, backup running backs Mark 


Allen and Nick Scott were. 
_ They combined for 16 carries and 102 
_ yards. 


RUTGERS 


The Scarlet Knights put up a good fight — 
_ fourth quarter on a 53-yard touchdown 
_ reception. 


_ for the visiting Spartans, but sealed their 
: fate with a big blunder. 

In the final seconds of the fourth quar- 
ter, Rutgers quarterback Chris Laviano 
_ spiked the ball to stop the clock on fourth 
» down as the Scarlet Knights were in 
_ Michigan State territory. 
_ Rutgers got a boost by the return of 
suspended senior receiver Leonte Carroo, 
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Linebacker Chris Weber makes a tackle against Wisconsin. 


EAST 


U MME GOR 


» who caught three touchdowns. 


Laviano completed 15-of-24 passes for 


- 208 yards. 


WEST DIVISION 
ILLINOIS 
The Fighting Illini put up a good fight 


at No. 22 Iowa only to lose. 


Quarterback Wes Lunt threw for 317 


yards and a touchdown and Geronimo 


Allison got his team to within 23-20 in the 


However, freshman Ke’Shawn 


_ Vaughn’s fumble with just over three min- 
- utes to play sealed the visitors’ fate. 


Allison finished with 148 yards receiv- 


_ ing. 


“Sometimes we’ re going to have a 


: little bit of stage fright at times because 


it’s a big stage, but you look at Wes and 
Geronimo and what they did out there,” 
Illinois interim head coach Bill Cubit 
said. 


IOWA 

Jordan Canzeri had a game to re- 
member. The Iowa running back ran for 
256 yards on a school-record 43 carries, 
including 11 straight in the fourth quar- 
ter, to help his team remain unbeaten. 

“T thought what he did was really spe- 
cial,” Hawkeye head coach Kirk Ferentz | 
said. “That was a special effort.” 

It was Canzeri, who put Iowa ahead; 
23-13 in the third quarter thanks to a 75- 
yard touchdown run. 

Canzeri’s 256 rushing yards were the 
third-most in Iowa history. 

The Hawkeyes did get banged up in 
the win. Star defensive end Drew Ott 
was on crutches in the fourth quarter 
with his right knee wrapped. 

Tackle Ike Boettger went to the 
locker room in the second half with a 
left ankle injury. 


MINNESOTA 

Minnesota crushed Purdue thanks to 
the running of Shannon Brooks. 

The freshman ran 17 times for a 
season-high 176 yards, including a71- 
yard touchdown early in the second half. . 

“Shannon Brooks is going to be a 
heck of a back,’’ Minnesota head coach 
Jerry Kill said. “He reminds me of 
Marion Barber. He is fast, and he hits 
holds.” 

Thanks to Brooks’ effort, Minnesota, 
the FBS’ second-lowest scoring offense 
scored four touchdowns in the third 
quarter and more than it had scored in 
any game of its previous five contests. 

Plus, the Gophers piled up aseason- 
best 326 yards on the ground after enter- _ 
ing the game was the Big Ten’s worst 
rushing team. 


NORTHWESTERN 
Northwestern was no match for 
mighty Michigan. The Wildcats had the 
Big Ten’s top rushing offense entering 
the big game, but were held to a mere 38 | 


; “T don’t want to discredit Michigan, but 
_ we played terribly ... They kicked our 
- butts.” 


alt.” CH Hea 


Ith. 
oN Cr 
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De’Mornay Pierson-El and his teammates huddle before the Wisconsin game. 


_ yards on 25 carries. Northwestern’s lone 
_ scoring chance came and went when a 42- 
_ yard field goal was missed in the first half. 


Needless to say, Fitzgerald was not 


; happy afterwards. 


“We played terribly,” Fitzgerald said. 


straight, eight straight in Big Ten play and 
only have two wins over FBS foes under 
third-year head coach Darrell Hazell. 


WISCONSIN 
Quarterback Joel Stave completed 


' three passes for 42 yards in the game’s 
' final minute to set up Rafael Gaglianone’s 
» game-winning field goal. Earlier in the 


: fourth, Gaglianone had missed a critical 


PURDUE 
Any momentum the Boilermaker pro- 
gram appeared to have exiting East Lan- 


_ sing after Purdue nearly upset Michigan 
_ State, quickly evaporated in a 28-point 

- home loss to injury riddled Minnesota, 

_ who was without eight starters. 


Purdue scored on its first possession of 


the game, but didn’t score again until the 
- fourth quarter. 


The Boilermakers have lost four 


field goal. 
Stave though never lost faith in his 


: field goal kicker. 


“Tt’s like a golfer; they hit their putt 
once and if they miss it, they’re going 


- to make it the second time,” Stave said. 
: “They’ve got the line, they’ve got the 
' read.” 


It was the first time Wisconsin hit a 


_ game-wimming kick in the final minute of 
: regulation since 1997. 
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Story By Shane G. Gilster » Photo courtesy of NU Media Relations. 


Matt Turman made first start versus Wildcats 


Nebraska 17, Kansas State 6 

Oct. 15, 1994 in Manhattan Kansas 

The Nebraska game plan for its game 
against the No. 11-ranked Kansas State 
Wildcats was simple: nothing fancy, just 
run the ball and let the defense do its job. 

The second-ranked Huskers faced a 
stiff test in Manhattan as they had to start 
sophomore walk-on Matt Turman at 
quarterback. It was Turman’s first career 
start for Nebraska, giving the Wildcat 
football team and its fans high hopes for 
the upset. 

But Turman didn't have to do too 
much for Nebraska to topple the Wild- 
cats in their backyard, as the Blackshirt 
defense rose to the occasion to stymie 
KSUs offense. 

Turman only threw the ball four times, 
connecting on two for 15 yards, and he 
ran it four times for 10 yards. 

The Huskers did just enough on 
offense to keep the clock running, and 
scored enough to build a sufficient cush- 
ion to get the job done and post a 17-6 
victory. 

NU scored on its second drive of the 
game with sophomore I-back Lawrence 
Phillips leading the way, carrying the ball 
six times for 28 yards, and culminating 
the drive with a two-yard touchdown run 
to give the Huskers a 7-0 lead. 

KSU answered in the second quarter 
when quarterback Chad May hooked up 
with wide receiver Mitch Running on a 


29-yard touchdown pass. The extra point — 
: feated, but it showed the nation that this 
' group played as a “team; no matter who 
_ was behind center. 


was blocked, so NU still led, 7-6. 
‘There was no more scoring until the 
fourth quarter, when Husker fullback Jeff 


Makovicka rumbled in from 15 yards out, 
_ stay in the game until the fourth quarter, 
_ were going to win. I had that feeling on 
_ the sidelines today,’ Makovicka said. 


giving the Huskers a 14-6 lead. 
Nebraska later iced the game on a field 
goal by Darin Erstad to make the final 


score 17-6. 


Brook Berringer, NU’s starting 


quarterback prior to this game, made an 

_ appearance at the end of the first half and 
_ played the second half despite wearing a 
flak jacket to protect a partially collapsed 
_ lung that he suffered in the Wyoming 

' game two weeks earlier. 


Berringer completed 2 of 7 passes for 


, 37 yards and rushed twice for 5 yards. 


He primarily handed off to Phillips, 


: who was the workhorse for the Big Red 
_ Offense, carrying the ball 31 times for 126 
yards. 


“T thought Brook did well as the 


_ game went along” NU head coach Tom 
Osborne said. “I think above all else, the 

_ thing we wanted to do was to get Brook 

_ through a game without having that lung 
collapse again.” 


For the game, Nebraska ran the ball 


' 0150 of its 61 offensive plays meanwhile 
: the Wildcats rushed 23 times for minus- 
_ seven yards. 


Linebacker Troy Dumas intercepted 


May once, returning it 54 yards, and the 
_ team sacked the KSU quarterback six 
_ times. 


The other stars on defense were 


linebacker Ed Stewart, who led the team 
_ with nine tackles and cornerback Barron 
_ Miles, who broke up six passes. 


“Nebraska is still Nebraska and K-State 


is still K-State? Stewart said. 


This win was big not only because it 
allowed the Cornhuskers to stay unde- 


“There’ a feeling at Nebraska that if we 
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Junior Third Baseman - 5-5, Buena Park, California 


Story by Lanny Holstein » Head shot Courtesy of NU Media Relations « Action Photo by Darren Ivy 


Q: What allowed you to take such a jump a year ago 


in your sophomore season? 


A: “T just think the coaches sticking with me the whole 
_ bottom up. When I start from the top down, I just feel really 


entire time. I know at the beginning of last year I wasn’t do- 


Q: Do you have any pregame rituals? 


A: “Actually, I do. When I get dressed, I start from the 


ing as good as I thought I could. Just staying within myself : weird, and I have to walk a certain way to the locker room, 


and trusting myself is all I want to do.” 
Q: Is it tough to play defense at the “hot corner’’? 


A: “Not to me but to other 
people it is the hot corner. I just 
think because [ve been play- 
ing it since I was 10 it doesn’t 
seem as fast anymore, but there 
are definitely some times where 
hot shots come at me and I’m not 
ready for it.” — 


Q: How do you like Nebras- 
ka? 


A: “T love it, and I knew I 
loved it the first time I came here 
on my official visit. The coaches 
are amazing and the atmosphere 
that it bring on game days is 
great. I love the vibe I get from 
Nebraska.” 


Q: Who is the funniest per- 
son on the team? 


A: “Either Dawna Tyson or 
Kiki Stokes. Their personalities, 
they can imitate any personality 


that you want them to do. They can be funny, any person — 
that you want to be. They bring this good, funny vibe to — 
practice, and you are always laughing when you are around © 
: Dawna (Tyson) have we going bowling whenever we can.” 


them.” 


Q: Do they kind of stick together? 


A: “Oh, yeah. You can’t stick them with another person. 
_ just walk in and see whatever catches my eye. It’s mostly 
- Clothes. I just want clothes and clothes.” 


You always think of Kiki and Dawna together, never sepa- 
rately.” 
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: a special route that I have to take.” 


Q: How did you get into softball? 


A: “T want to say when I was 3 or 
4 my dad, he played baseball when 
he was younger in college and the 
minor leagues, made it always a 
part of my life. I started swinging 
a bat when I was like three, those 
little plastic, wooden bats.” 


Q: How do your dad and mom 
feel about you going to college so 
far away from home? 


A: “It’s tough because I’m ac- 
tually am the type of person that 
doesn’t like to be at home a lot. I 
like to be away from home and see 
what else is out there, so sometimes 
I won’t call home for like a week or 
two, and they get worried. It’s kind 
of hard for me to check in here and 
there. I know they miss me though. 
They say they don’t, but I know 
they do.” 


Q: What do you do for fun? 
A: Tm a really big shopper, love to shop, so any oppor- 
tunity that I can take would be to do that. Another thing is 
I like to have fun and bowl. Whatever chance that me and 


Q: What do you like to shop for? 


A: “When I go to a mall, I never know what I need. I 


Sophomore Pitcher - 6-3, 186 pounds, Anaheim Hills, California 


Story by Lanny Holstein » Photo Courtesy of NU Media Relations 


Q: What have you added this summer? 


A: “The biggest thing for me this summer was pitch- 


repertoire.” 


Q: What was the experience like for you to do so well 
as a freshman? (3.55 ERA) 


A: “It was unbelievable. I won’t say that you ever come 
grind for it. Getting to compete and contribute in the way 


that I did was a spe- 
cial experience.” 


Q: The coaches DATE OPPONENT 
were big on get- Qct. 13 Red/White Game 
ting some weight Qct, 14 Red/White Game 
ot yee aneheeme Oct. 15 Red/White Game 


velocity on your 
fastball this off- 
season. How has 
that looked? 


upper 80s and lower 90s with the fastball.” 


out? 


use to try and get guys out.” 


Q: How do you balance trying to strike guys out but 
_ everything you think it would be to play for him now. He’s 
_ just a player’s coach, and he’s so motivating and so driven. 


also pitching to contact and avoiding walks? 


A: “You strike guys out 0-2. 0-1 and 0-0, if you throw a 
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2015 Nebraska Fall Baseball Schedule 


_ Strike, and they get themselves out, that’s a win in my book 
_ too. Once you get to two strikes, that’s when you start to get 
alittle more creative, especially with runners on base.” 

ing with a little more confidence. My pitching coach in the 
summer wanted me to start striking more guys out, so in my — 
bullpens, I’ve worked on intentionally missing in the dirt | 
to try and get swings and misses, add another facade to my ; 
_ been my favorite pitcher since I was little, and 23 was (Jake) 
: Placzek’s number, so I went with 36 after my favorite MLB 


- guy. 


Q: How did you pick your jersey number? 


A: “I’ve been 23 my whole life, but Jered Weaver has 


99 


Q: What’s your walk-out song, and how did you 


choose it? 
in expecting to fail, but you don’t come in expecting this © 
huge amount of success. You have to put in the work and | 


A: “Centuries by Fallout Boy. That was just a feel. My 


: mom thought it was cool, honestly. I was talking with my 


mom and dad about 
it, and they liked it, 
so I went with it.” 
LOCATION TIME/RESULT 


Lincoln 6 p.m. Q: What is the 

Lincoln 6 p.m. best part of Lin- 
e coln? 

Lincoln 6 p.m. 


A: “The college 
town atmosphere. 


I mean, 8,000 people at a baseball game? You will never 
_ find that in California, and that’s something special that I’ve 

A: “That’s my whole summer in a nutshell. Just getting in ~ 
the weight room, trying to bulk up, and add a little bit more © 
velocity to the fastball. I think I accomplished at least the | 
goal that I set for myself in the summer, and I’m looking © 
forward to getting back out there in the fall. I’m up to the — 
_ staff or atmosphere like you do out here. I found it because 
_ of Erstad. My dad told me he was the head coach at Ne- 
Q: Is that velocity a big part in striking more guys — 
_ consider come out and see that campus, and I fell in love 
- with it.” 

A: “T think it’s part of it, being able to pitch with the fast-_ 
ball and execute up and in. It’s another weapon that you can 
_ gel’s fan? 


never seen before.” 
Q: Is that a big part of why you ended up here? 


A: “Yeah. You don’t find a campus or facilities, coaching 


braska, and that sparked enough interest for me to at least 


Q: Were you and “Erstad guy” growing up as an An- 


A: “Oh, yeah. He was my favorite player growing up. It’s 


His knowledge of the game is second to none.” 
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2015 Schedule 
Nebraska Invite at Devaney Center 
Aug. 28 Tulsa W, 3-0 (1-0) 
Aug. 29 Grand Canyon W, 3-0 (2-0) 
Aug. 29 Pittsburgh W, 3-1 (3-0) 


7 Vertical Challenge at Austin, Texas 
Wong-Orantes adapts to libero [S85 G83, wae 
role after setting in high school see eaen ees ean, 


Sept. 12 USF 
Story by Bob Hamar « Photos by Jimmy Rash and Mitch Otto Sept. 12 Georgia Tech 
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Justine Wong-Orantes is following in the footsteps of some former setters who turned | Sept. 15 at Creighton 
into liberos at Nebraska. Sept. 19 at lowa State 
Dani Busboom was a setter who moved to libero her senior season to help the 2006 Seba2satlows 


Sept. 26 lowa 
team win a national championship. Kayla Banwarth was a setter too, but became a libero ae 2 at Penn State 


===== 


for the Huskers and is now playing for the U.S. National Team. Oct.3 atOhio State  L, 3- (12-2) 
Wong-Orantes was a setter in high school and club volleyball in Los Alamitos, Cali- | Qct.7 Mich. State W, 3-1 (13-2) 
: Oct. 10 Michigan W, 3-1 (14-2) 
fornia, when Nebraska coach John Cook found her at a club tournament. The Huskers Oct. 16 at Northwestern 7 p.m 
were looking for a libero because Lara Dykstra was leaving the program to play beach | Oct. 17 at Illinois 7:30 p.m 
volleyball. Oct. 23 Minnesota 7 p.m. 
Cook and the Huskers were somewhat desperate for a libero. Oct. 24 Wisconsin 7 p.m. 
‘ : : » sa Oct. 30 Rutgers 7 p.m. 
We asked if she wanted to play libero,” Cook said. “But she was a good volleyball Oct. 31 Maryland 7 p.m 
player and beach player so we knew she had all the skills. Nov. 4 at Purdue 6 p.m. 
“She was being recruited as a setter at some smaller schools, walk-on at Hawaii and Nov. 7 at Indiana 6 p.m. 
things like that as a setter. Nobody was recruiting her as a libero. I think she was headed | Nov. 11 at Mich. State 6 p.m. 
‘ ; : ; fe Nov. 14 at Maryland 6 p.m. 
toward being a setter until we asked her about being a libero. Now 16 indiana 7 p.m. 
The rest, as they say, is history. Nov. 21 at Michigan 6:30 p.m 
Wong-Orantes moved right into the starting lineup as a libero and on that same night | Nov. 25 Illinois 7 p.m. 
in 2013 joined fellow Husker Amber Rolfzen as the ninth and 10th true freshman to start Nov. 28 Penn State 7 p.m. 
3 : Dec. 4-5 NCAA ‘st, 2nd Rds TBD 
their first match with the program. Dec. 11-12 NCAA Regionals - TBD 


She had 399 digs that first season to finish ninth in the Big Ten in digs. Then as a sopho- Dec. 17 NCAA Semis at Omaha 
more in 2014, Wong-Orantes had 464 digs to become the first Husker to lead the team in | Dec. 19 NCAA Final at Omaha 
digs both as a freshman and again as a sophomore. 

Wong-Orantes is well on her way to leading the team again. Halfway through the sea- 
son she had 212 digs (4.08 per set) to stand seventh in the Big Ten in that category while 
the Huskers as a team led the conference with 15.81 digs per set. 

“T think she’s been solid,” Cook said. “I'd like to see her impose her will a little bit more 
than she has. She’s going to get some opportunities with these teams we’ re playing.” 

Cook likes her personality as well in regards to keeping the team loose. 

“Justine is also really good at keeping the thermostat at a good temperature,” Cook said. 
“T think she senses that. Justine has a really good gift for that. That’s why she’ll be a good 
coach. She has really good instincts.” 

Wong-Orantes is a key to the Husker passing game. It’s been pretty good through most 
of this season. Wong-Orantes said the addition of Kenzie Maloney has been a big help as 
well. 

“There is always room for improvement,” Wong-Orantes said. “I think by having Ken- 
zie as an addition is really good. She’s a great player and knows the game very well. I think 
all of us have improved. I think it comes from the relationships and kind of having that 
sense of urgency mindset. 

“In practice it just seems the relationships just keep growing and growing and I think 
you can see that during the games.” 

Wong-Orantes got a taste of volleyball overseas this summer when she was Nebras- 
ka’s representative for the first ever Big Ten Foreign Tour. One player from each Big Ten 
school went on the trip to Croatia, Slovenia and Italy. 

“Tt was awesome getting to know all the players from each team,” Wong-Orantes said. 
“You kind of have a perceived assumption of them playing on the other side of the net, and 
then you get to play on the same side of the net was a great experience. Just to get to know 
them off the court was cool too.” 
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NU SPLITS ON TOUGH TRIP 

The Huskers went 1-1 on a road trip 
to Penn State and Ohio State to start 
play in October. Most fans probably 
would have expected a 1-1 record that 
weekend, but most probably thought 
the Huskers would lose to then-No. 1 
Penn State and beat No. 12 Ohio State. 

It was just the opposite. The Huskers 
beat Penn State in five sets on Friday 
night and then fell in five sets to Ohio 
State the next night. 

“Tt was a significant win,’ Cook said 
of the team’s first-win ever over a No. 
1-ranked team on the road. “But I told 
them right afterwards, “We got Ohio 
State in 20 hours. Enjoy it on the plane, 
because that’s about as long as you can 
enjoy it? 

“Tt was a very tough road trip. Peo- 
ple have no idea how tough it is to play 
those two teams and travel. But we 
learn from it. We played tired Saturday 


_ night, but you have to find ways to work 
_ through that. We’re going to have to do 
_ it in a regional to get to Omaha. That 
was the lesson from that weekend.” 


Cook said the coaching staff was 


/ more worried about Ohio State that 
_ weekend than Penn State. 


“They're physical, they have great 


_ pin hitters, they have a setter doing 


a great job. Their libero does a great 


_ job. They're just solid, and (Taylor) 


= a 
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Sambothe is a premier middle in the 
country. You have to put two blockers 
on her, so somebody is going one-on- 
one somewhere. They're a very hard 
team to defend. They’re in the hunt. 
Unless they implode, they’re going to 
be in the hunt” 

Cook said the Ohio State match was 
out of control and talked to the head of 
the Big Ten officials about it the next 
Monday. 

But he loves playing Penn State, 
whether it’s at home or on the road. 

“It's a fun team to play,’ Cook said. 
“It’s a great environment. It’s great for 
college volleyball and it’s great for the 


Big Ten. 


AV aah NY 


“..There’s a Penn State-Nebraska ri- 
valry. We've gone back and forth with 
them. We've done a good job with 
them” 

The Huskers don't play Ohio State 
again this year, but they do host Penn 
State in the regular-season finale Nov. 
28 at the Devaney Center. 


DEFENSIVE CLINIC 

Cook saw things against Penn State 
that he hadn't seen before. The Huskers 
held the Nittany Lions to .164 hitting 
percentage in the match. 

“We put on a defensive clinic the last 
three games,” Cook said. “That’s how I 
envision this team playing. It’s hard to 
play that way all the time, but we know 
we can go there. It was a great effort by 
our group and they played very well af- 
ter being down 5-1. They showed a lot 
of resilience and grit and fight. That was 
really good to see.” 

The Huskers held Penn State to .077 
hitting the finals three sets of the match. 

“We went head-to-head with them 
defensively and they’re a great defensive 
team,” Cook said. “That’s been their big- 
gest denominator in winning national 


2015 


championships is they're the best de- 
fensive team every year.” 

Cook hopes to continue to see that 
from his team as the Huskers head into 
them middle of their Big Ten Confer- 
ence schedule 

“Our strengths are serve, blocking, 
defense,” Cook said. “We have to con- 
tinue to impose that on every team we 


Pp if ay.” 


GOOD THINGS FROM HUNTER 

Cook saw some good things from 
first-year starting setter Kelly Hunter 
on that Penn State/Ohio State weekend, 
but he’s looking for even more. He said 
it was a great learning experience for 
her during the toughest weekend they 
could throw at her. 

“She was solid, but I think she’s going 
to have to bea better setter for us to win 
back-to-back,” Cook said. “She realizes 
that. She made some soft plays and hurt 
us against Ohio State and a little against 
Penn State. 

“..She’s learned a lot, she did some 
great things, but she’s going to have to 
be a better setter and make better deci- 
sions.” 
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